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INTRODUCTION 
The Colorado Department of Education (CDE) School Transportation Unit issued these 
guidelines to assist individuals who are new to the School Transportation world understand 
the state and federal regulations and requirements for the safe transportation of students. 
These guidelines provide interpretations, suggestions, options, industry standards, best 
practices, and ideas that are consistent with the Colorado Minimum Standards Governing 
School Transportation Vehicles, 1 CCR 301-25; the Colorado Rules for the Operation, 
Maintenance, and Inspection of School Transportation Vehicles 1 CCR 301-26, which promote 
safe transportation integrity in school transportation departments. It is hoped that this 
publication will serve as a resource to assist transportation providers as they work toward 
compliance with legislation and regulations. 
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I GOT THE JOB – NOW WHAT? 
 

Congratulations on your new position! The world of school transportation can be vast and 
daunting, but incredibly rewarding. The information in this resource guide covers what you 
need to get started on your new journey, but there is definitely more information out there 
for you to discover. 

We will cover driver qualification files, vehicle files, what is required 
information/documentation, where to find important information, and more. For now, we 
will  begin with a website that will become your newest best friend - the CDE School 
Transportation Unit website. 
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NAVIGATING THE CDE SCHOOL 
TRANSPORTATION UNIT WEBSITE 

This is one of the resources that you will need to be most familiar with. Here is where CDE 
places all the forms, guides, and other daily operation information to assist you. 

 

https://cde.state.co.us/transportation 

 

Now that you have access to the website, let us dive in a little further.   

School Transportation Home Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IMAGE 1: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION HOME PAGE 

This is the CDE School Transportation home page. The points to notice on this section are the 
Contact Us information for the School Transportation Unit staff and then the right-side bar 
with additional pages to explore. We will get into those later. Upon scrolling down on the 
home page, you will see the following sections. 

 

https://cde.state.co.us/transportation
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IMAGE 2: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION HOME PAGE CONT. 

The What’s New area gives highlights of current or important notices that pertain directly to 
school transportation. The District Job Listings are the listings of available transportation jobs 
in school districts and charters across the State. The CDE Certified Bus Manufacturers provides 
a list of the current manufacturers and models that are certified to be used in the State of 
Colorado to transport students. The Recalls area shows the current recalls for school 
transportation items. The News Bulletin houses articles that are current, but have been 
shown on the website for more than three months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 3: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION HOME PAGE CONT. 
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The CDE Rules section is where you can find direct links to 1 CCR 301-26 The Colorado Rules 
for the Operation, Maintenance and Inspection of School Transportation Vehicles and  

1 CCR 301-25 The Minimum Standards Governing School Transportation Vehicles that are 
documents that establish requirements for each school transportation department to follow. 

The CDE Guides section holds all the school bus driver, small capacity vehicle driver, annual 
inspector, and resource guides. Your drivers must have access to the school bus driver and/or 
small capacity vehicle driver guides with a Certificate of Receipt signed and put into their 
driver qualification files. 

The Entry Level Driver Training Resources area is your one-stop location to find information 
on who can train the Entry Level Driver Training (ELDT) in your area, and other areas of the 
State, as well as guides to help you and your staff prepare for their training if the program is 
required for your drivers (New CDL applicants). More on this in a later section. 

Federal Regulations will have updates and essential information from the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA), National Highway Transportation Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) and the US Department of 
Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 4: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION HOME PAGE CONT. 

The Colorado State Pupil Transportation Association (CSPTA) is one of the state organizations 
that improves, promotes and maintains the highest level of safe and efficient transportation 
for the pupils of the public and private schools in Colorado. The CSPTA also has several 
committees and offers multiple trainings throughout the school year. On the CDE Website, the 
CSPTA section offers information on upcoming training opportunities and reference manuals 
that have been released by the association. 
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The Presentations section provides links to past presentations provided by the CDE 
Transportation Unit, NASDPTS, and other industry leaders. These presentations are available 
for your use at any time. 

The Review Schedule indicates the schedule in which the CDE Transportation Unit will be in 
your district/charter to conduct a School Transportation Advisory Review (STAR). This is a 
term/acronym that will be used quite frequently and you will need to be familiar with. There 
is more on this later. 

The Additional Resources area is where you will find resources that are from organizations 
other than CDE. 

It is a good idea to bookmark this webpage in your internet browser, as you will be checking 
in on things listed here rather frequently. 

Moving on to the sidebar - the first section is the School Transportation Data Page. 

School Transportation Data Page 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 5: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION DATA PAGE 

This page will show additional information and resources for school transportation personnel, 
while this page may not change often it does contain helpful resources to keep. 
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School Transportation Forms Page 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 6: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION FORMS PAGE 

The Forms page is another one of those website locations that you will spend a lot of time on, 
though when you first click on “FORMS” the above screen will show. Here you have two 
options, the first is Transportation Forms and the second is CDE-40 Forms/Info. Both of these 
areas are equally important for your transportation department, but the CDE-40 may be an 
area that is handled within your district/charter finance department instead of a 
responsibility of yours. Please check with your school to see who handles the Annual CDE-40 
report. 

The CDE-40 page will be briefly covered, but for more in-depth information please contact 
the CDE Finance Division. 
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IMAGE 7: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION FORMS PAGE CONT. 

This page is updated with the most current version of each of these forms. The newest 
version is available annually in May. Please make sure that you are using the most current 
version. The EDAC stamp on the bottom of the forms and the year mark at the top of each 
form is how you can tell if it is current or not. These will be highlighted in Driver Qualification 
Files and STAR reviews. There are two types of forms available for you to use. The PDF 
version or the Fillable form, both are acceptable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 8: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION FORMS PAGE CONT. 
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Scrolling further down the page, you will find the area titled Sample Forms. These Sample 
Forms are not official CDE forms, and will not have the EDAC stamp or year on them, but are 
available for you to use should you need a template or you could modify the Sample Form to 
fit your needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 9: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION FORMS PAGE CONT. 

If you return to the FORMS option on the sidebar, and click on the CDE-40 Funding page this is 
the webpage that you will see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 10: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION FORMS PAGE CONT. 
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This page is important to learn if you are the individual responsible for completing and 
turning in the annual CDE-40 report. Again, for more information on this please check with 
your Finance Department and CDE Finance Division. 
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School Transportation Guidelines and Regulations Page 

The Guidelines and Regulations page is your one stop shop for Guidelines and Regulations for 
transporting students. There are links for 15-passenger van information, older model Minimum 
Standards, current Operation Rule, and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 11: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS PAGE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 12: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS PAGE CONT. 
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IMAGE 13: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS PAGE CONT. 
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School Transportation School Bus Fleet and Technicians Toolbox Page 

The School Bus Fleet and Technicians Toolbox Page is full of information regarding the 
maintenance of your fleet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 14: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL BUS FLEET CONT.  

The Recalls section shows the current recalls that are applicable to student transportation. 

The Annual Inspection Guide is a resource that shows the requirements for vehicle inspections 
and what problems could potentially out-of-service a vehicle. This is another guide that will 
update regularly, so please continue to make sure that the version you are using is the one off 
of the CDE Website. 

The Annual Inspector and Bus Dealer Map shows the locations of CDE Annual Inspectors and 
where to find Bus dealers.  
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IMAGE 15: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL BUS FLEET CONT. 

The Annual Inspector Qualification and Re-Certification Tests section provides information on 
the current tests. 

The Certified Bus/Chassis Manufacturer list shown here is the same information that is found 
on the home page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 16: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL BUS FLEET CONT. 
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School Transportation Training Page 

The CDE School Transportation Training page is a good spot to find upcoming training 
opportunities as well as training materials for some classes that you may want to teach or go 
over with your department. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

IMAGE 17: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL TRAINING 
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Transportation Advisory Council (TAC) Page 

The Transportation Advisory Council (TAC) is a council that is chaired by CDE School 
Transportation. The purpose of the Transportation Advisory Council (TAC) is to provide a 
collaborative environment between CDE and the Colorado School District Transportation 
departments across the state to share ideas and review policy. Members will provide input 
and assist the CDE Transportation Unit by providing feedback concerning major CDE projects. 

 
IMAGE 18: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Check out the Regional Representatives!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 19: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL CONT. 
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Contact Transportation Page 

This page shows the Transportation Team and their contact information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE 20: CDE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL CONTACT US 
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REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 
When setting up your files for your district/charter, there are several things that are 
“required” documents.  

School Bus/Multifunction/Motor Coach Qualification File 

These are the required documents to be included in a School Bus or Multifunction Bus 
Operators CDE Driver Qualification File.

Permanent File     

● Job Description 4.01* 
● Certificate of Receipt from School 

Bus/Multifunction/Motor Coach Guide 
5.01(d)* 

● Initial Driving Performance and Pre-Trip 
Test 5.01(g)* 

● Training Documentation* 
● Drug and Alcohol Training (Fed 49 

CFR Part 40)* 
● Mountain and Adverse Weather 

Training (per CRS 14-4-1902)*  
● Confidentiality 4.06 and 5.01(h)* 
● Pre-Service Training 5.01(h)* 
● Mandatory Reporter Training 

5.01(h)* 
● Proper Use of Restraint 5.01(h)* 
● Child Safety Restraint Systems (if 

applicable) 5.01(j)* 
● Wheelchair Securement (if 

applicable) 5.01(j)* 
● All CDL operators trained on or 

after February 7, 2022, are 
required to have a copy of all 
certificates and all the syllabi 
pertaining to the completion of 
the ELDT training.* 

● Districts/Charters/Service 
Providers must also be able to 
show evidence that all CDL 
operators are enrolled in the 
FMCSA Drug and Alcohol Testing 
Program, and the FMCSA Drug and 
Alcohol Clearinghouse. * 

Annual File Updates 

● Current Copy of CDL License with 
proper class and endorsements 5.01(a) 

● Current Copy of US DOT Medical 
Certificate 5.01(a) 

● Current Motor Vehicle Record 5.01(c) - 
Please Initial showing review 
completed 

● Current CDE Written Test for School 
Bus/Multifunction/Motor Coach 5.01(f)  

● Annual Driving Performance Test 
5.01(g)  

● Six (6) hours annual in-service training 
5.01(e) 

● First Aid/Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation/Universal Precautions 
Training 5.01(i)  
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For the Type A Bus/Small Capacity Vehicle Operator there are two options. The first option is 
a Type A Bus/Small Capacity Vehicle Route Operator and the second is Type A Bus/Small 
Capacity Vehicle Activity Only Operator. The requirements are slightly different for each 
option. 

Type A Bus/Small Capacity Vehicle Route Operator

Permanent File Annual File Updates

● Job Description 4.01* 
● Certificate of Receipt from Type 

A/Multifunction/Small Capacity Vehicle 
ROUTE 5.02(g)* 

● Initial Driving Performance and Pre-Trip 
Test 5.02(h)* 

● Training Documentation 5.02 
● Mountain and Adverse Weather 

Trainings (per 42-4-1902)* 
● Confidentiality 4.06 and 5.02(i)* 
● Mandatory Reporter Training 

5.02(i)* 
● Proper Use of Restraint 5.02(i)* 
● Pre-Service Training 5.02(i)* 
● Child Safety Restraint Systems (if 

applicable) 5.02(k)* 
● Wheelchair Securement (if 

applicable) 5.02(k)*  
● Trailer Towing (if applicable)*  

● Current Copy of Operator License with 
proper endorsements 5.02(a)  

● Current Copy of the STU-17 5.02(c)  
● Any “Yes” answers SHALL have a 

doctor’s release in their file. 
● Current Motor Vehicle Record 5.02(c)  
● Current CDE Written Test for Type 

A/Multifunction/Small Vehicle ROUTE 
5.02(g) 

● Annual Driving Performance Test 
5.02(h) 

● Six (6) hours annual in-service training 
5.02(f) 

● First Aid/Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation/Universal Precautions 
Training 5.02(j)
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Type A Bus/Small Capacity Vehicle Activity Operator

Permanent File Annual File Updates

● Job Description 4.01* 
● Certificate of Receipt from Type 

A/Multifunction/Small Capacity Vehicle 
ACTIVITY 5.03(g)* 

● Initial Driving Performance and Pre-Trip 
Test 5.03(h)* 

● Training Documentation 5.03 
● Mountain and Adverse Weather 

Trainings (per 42-4-1902)* 
● Confidentiality 4.06 and 5.03(i)* 
● Mandatory Reporter Training 

5.03(i)* 
● Proper Use of Restraint 5.03(i)* 
● Pre-Service Training 5.03(i)* 
● Child Safety Restraint Systems (if 

applicable) 5.03(k)* 
● Wheelchair Securement (if 

applicable) 5.03(k)* 
● Trailer Towing (if applicable)*  

● Current Copy of Operator License with 
proper endorsements 5.03(a)  

● Current Copy of CDE STU-17 5.03(c) 
● Any “Yes” answers SHALL have a 

doctor’s release in the file.  
● Current Motor Vehicle Record 5.03(c)  
● Current CDE Written Test for Type 

A/Multifunction/Small Capacity Vehicle 
Activity 5.03(g) 

● First Aid/Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation/Universal Precautions 
Information 5.03(j) 
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LICENSE AND TRAINING MATRIX 
This can also be found on the CDE School Transportation website under CDE Guides. 
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FMCSA DRUG AND ALCOHOL CLEARINGHOUSE 
CDL OPERATORS ONLY 

What is the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse? 

An online database that gives employers and government agencies real-time access to 
violation information about holders of commercial driver’s licenses (CDLs) and commercial 
learner’s permits (CLPs) who are covered by FMCSA’s Drug and Alcohol Testing Program. 

Are all drivers required to register with the Clearinghouse? 

Section 4.3 of the 1 CCR 301-26. Pursuant to 49 CFR, Part 382, Subpart G, school districts, 
charter schools, and service providers shall ensure that all employees required to possess a 
commercial driver’s license (CDL) are enrolled in the Federal Motor Carrier Administration 
Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse and in a US DOT- approved substance abuse testing program.  

A driver will need to be registered to provide electronic consent in the Clearinghouse if a 
prospective or current employer needs to conduct a query of the driver’s Clearinghouse 
record—this includes all pre-employment queries. 

A driver must also be registered to electronically view the information in his or her own 
Clearinghouse record. 

Registered drivers will have their Clearinghouse accounts and contact preferences set up, 
allowing them to quickly respond to query requests from employers. 

Is my district required to be registered with the Clearinghouse? 

Yes. All Employers, medical review officers (MROs), substance abuse professionals (SAPs), and 
consortia/third-party administrators (C/TPAs) must register in the Clearinghouse to access the 
Clearinghouse. 

If I don’t have CDL Operators is the Clearinghouse Required? 

No. Only employers who employ drivers subject to the licensing requirements in 49 CFR Part 
383 and the drug and alcohol testing requirements in 49 CFR Part 382 are required to query or 
report information in the Clearinghouse.  

What is the difference between a Limited Query and a Full Query? 

A limited query allows an employer to determine if an individual driver’s Clearinghouse 
record has any information about resolved or unresolved drug and alcohol program violations, 
but does not release any specific violation information contained in the driver’s Clearinghouse 
record. Limited queries require only a general driver consent, which is obtained outside the 
Clearinghouse; this general consent is not required on an annual basis, it may be effective for 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&=PART&n=pt49.5.383
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&=PART&n=pt49.5.383
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&=PART&n=pt49.5.382
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more than one year. However, the limited consent request must specify the timeframe the 
driver is providing consent for. 

A full query allows the employer to see detailed information about any drug and alcohol 
program violations in a driver’s Clearinghouse record. An employer must obtain the driver’s 
electronic consent in the Clearinghouse prior to the release of detailed violation information 
during the full query. 

Do I have to purchase queries? 

Yes. Before you can view each driver’s information a “query” must be purchased. Query plans 
may be purchased only on the FMCSA Clearinghouse website by registered employers. A 
consortium/third-party administrator (C/TPA) may not purchase a plan on behalf of an 
employer. 
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DRUG TESTING RECORDS  
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 

FEDERAL DRUG AND ALCOHOL FILES 
Along with Driver Qualification Files, you are required by federal law to keep and maintain 
drug and alcohol files on each CDL operator. These files must be filed separately and kept in 
a secured location. 

 

 

 

 

● All Drug test results. DOT requires Employer copy of the chain of custody form and 
drug test result to be stapled together and be maintained in the file. § 49 CFR 382.401   

● All Breath Alcohol test results  § 49 CFR 382.401 

● Signed employee acknowledgement document stating that the employee has received 
a copy of the DOT drug testing policy.  § 49 CFR 382.601  

● Signed employee acknowledgement document stating that they have received 1 hour 
of driver education.  § 49 CFR 382.601  

● Previous Employer 3 year background check documents on past drug and alcohol and 
alcohol testing history. MUST be done within 30 days of hire date. (PRIOR TO JAN. 6, 
2023)  § 49 CFR 382.413 and § 40.25  

● As of January 6, 2023, employers must use the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse 
in accordance with § 382.701(a) to comply with the requirements of § 40.25 
with respect to FMCSA-regulated employees. 

● Have you obtained general consent from all employees who perform safety 
sensitive functions, allowing you to conduct limited queries in the 
Clearinghouse to determine whether information in their Clearinghouse record 
prohibits them from performing such functions?  

● Is this general consent kept up-to-date, and can you produce it upon 
request? 

● Previous Pre-employment 3-year background check document on past drug and alcohol 
testing history. § 40.25 (If there is a positive test listed on the Clearinghouse) 

● Proof of enrollment in a drug testing consortium. §49 CFR 382.305 

● Employee removal document (Proof they left the company and Proof of Removal from 
district consortium)  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382/subpart-D/section-382.401
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382/subpart-D/section-382.401
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382/subpart-D/section-382.401
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382/subpart-D/section-382.401
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382/subpart-D/section-382.401
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382/subpart-D/section-382.401
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-A/part-40/subpart-B/section-40.25#p-40.25(b)(5)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/section-382.701#p-382.701(a)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/section-382.701#p-382.701(a)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/section-40.25
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/section-40.25
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-A/part-40/subpart-B/section-40.25#p-40.25(b)(5)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382/subpart-C/section-382.305


 

 

Page 29 of 62 
 

OPERATOR GUIDES 
The Operator guides are essential for successful school transportation vehicle operators. 
These are updated annually, so please make sure that you and your drivers are accessing the 
most current version.  

 

School Bus Operator Guide (2023-2024) 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/2023schoolbusmultifunctionmo
torcoachguide  

 

 

 

Small Capacity Vehicle Operator Guide (2023-2024) 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/20232024typeamultifunctionsm
allcapacityvehiclerouteandactivityoperatorguide  

 

“These guidelines provide interpretations, suggestions, options, industry standards, best 
practices and ideas that are consistent with 1 CCR 301-26 The Colorado Rules for the 
Operation, Maintenance and Inspection of School Transportation Vehicles; 1 CCR 301-25 
Colorado Minimum Standards Governing School Transportation Vehicles, which promote 
transportation integrity in school transportation departments. It is our hope that this 
publication will serve as a resource to assist transportation providers as they work toward 
compliance with legislation and regulations.” 

 

 

 

Colorado Commercial Driver’s License Manual 
DR 2251.pdf  

https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/2023schoolbusmultifunctionmotorcoachguide
https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/2023schoolbusmultifunctionmotorcoachguide
https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/20232024typeamultifunctionsmallcapacityvehiclerouteandactivityoperatorguide
https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/20232024typeamultifunctionsmallcapacityvehiclerouteandactivityoperatorguide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15ORLuIKW9NRmbX731P6rQuc3y5A_Z9Ih/view
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WHAT IS OPERATION RULE? 
Operation Rule is the counterpart to the Minimum Standards. While Minimum Standards focus 
on the vehicle specifications, Operation Rule focuses on the “person” elements. These Rules 
are updated periodically to reflect any changes that may have occurred from a State or 
Federal level. 

WHAT ARE MINIMUM STANDARDS? 
Colorado Minimum Standards are a baseline of safety for manufacturers to use for design and 
production of student transportation vehicles that will be operated in the State of Colorado. 

These standards are updated periodically to reflect changes in Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards (FMVSS) as well as modifications to previous standards that are needed to 
incorporate new vehicle models and those respective requirements. 

All vehicles that are being used for student transportation are required to meet the Colorado 
Minimum Standards and all applicable FMVSS per the date of manufacture. Vehicles are not 
required to be retroactive to previous versions of the Minimum Standards. 
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VEHICLE INFORMATION 
It wouldn’t be school transportation, if you didn’t have vehicles that transport students. This 
section will provide information on maintaining and utilizing those vehicles. The typical 
student transportation department does not only have school buses, but have a variety of 
vehicles at their disposal. Instead we refer to school fleets as “School Transportation 
Vehicles.” 

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION VEHICLE “means every motor vehicle which is owned by a school 
district charter school, or service provider and operated, rented, or leased for the 
transportation of students to and from school, from school to school, or to school related 
events or which is privately owned and operated for compensation provided that such 
transportation service is sponsored and approved by the local board of education or school’s 
governing board and operating within the State of Colorado.” 

When someone offhandedly refers to a school bus, they are normally referring to anything 
that carries students and resembles a big, boxy vehicle with a multitude of windows down the 
side and emergency exits, that school districts/charter schools/service providers purchase. 
This is not entirely correct. There is a “School Bus” and a “Multifunction School Activity Bus.” 
Confused? It’s ok - let’s look deeper. 

What is a School Bus? 

Per Colorado Minimum Standards, a SCHOOL BUS, “means a passenger motor vehicle which is 
designed and used to carry more than 12 passengers in addition to the driver, and which the 
Secretary of Transportation determines is likely to be significantly used for the purpose of 
transporting preprimary, primary, or secondary school students to or from school or an event 
related to school. School buses are specifically designed for maximum safety.”  

These vehicles are required by State and Federal law to be painted National School Bus 
Yellow (NSBY) and be equipped with a school bus eight-way alternating flashing warning light 
system and stop arm (stop sign). These vehicles are designed to be used in all school 
transportation  routes, and can also be used for activity trips. 

The SCHOOL BUS EIGHT-WAY ALTERNATING FLASHING WARNING SIGNAL LAMPS - are amber 
and red lamps mounted at the same horizontal level intended to identify the vehicle as a 
school bus and to inform other users of the highway that such vehicle is stopped or about to 
stop on the roadway to take on or discharge school children. 

What is a Multifunction School Activity Bus? (MFSAB) 

Per Colorado Minimum Standards, a MULTIFUNCTION SCHOOL ACTIVITY BUS is “a type of 
school bus that is required to meet all FMVSS regulations applicable to school buses, except 
those requiring the installation of traffic control devices. Pursuant to Rule 6.3, Type B, C, and 
D multifunction buses shall not be used for transporting students from home to school or for 
route purposes.” 
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These vehicles can be painted white, or other colors, and are designed with only activity trips 
in mind. The MFSAB cannot, by State and Federal law, have the school bus eight-way light 
system or stop arm equipment. Larger (Type B, C, and D) sized MFSAB vehicles shall NOT be 
used for student routes. However, Type A (14 passengers or under) MFSAB may be used for 
routes. 

7.08(a)Exception: Per 1 CCR 301-26, 18.1, Type A Multifunction buses 
may be used to transport students to and from school, school to school 
for route purposes and activities. 

What are the Types of Buses? 

Regardless of the type of school bus or MFSAB, they must meet the following requirements, 
the Colorado Rack and Load test and the Kentucky Pole Test, and all other FMVSS 
requirements prior to transporting any student. 

Colorado Rack and Load Test – is designed to verify the structural integrity and 
crashworthiness of school bus design as outlined in Rule 8.8 and Rule 8.9. The test 
simulates a rollover crash by applying a constant load along the full length of the bus 
body. This ensures that all pushout windows and emergency exits will be fully functional 
after an accident occurs. 

Kentucky Pole Test - is designed to verify that the interior panels above the window will 
not separate and expose sharp edges in the event of a crash. The test involves a rollover 
simulation, in which the bus strikes a pole-like object, which forces the roof to bend into 
the passenger compartment. Standards require that separation of body panels must not 
occur when the roof bends between 8-10 inches. 
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Type “A” School Bus/MFSAB - is a conversion or body constructed utilizing a cutaway front-
section vehicle with a left side driver’s door and a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 
21,500 pounds or less. 

 

IMAGE 22: TYPE A SCHOOL BUS 

 
IMAGE 23: TYPE A MFSAB 

These vehicles have a capacity rating of 14 -30 passengers. IF a TYPE A with a passenger 
capacity rating of over 14 is purchased, a CDL is needed to operate the vehicle. 

Type “B” School Bus/MFSAB - is a body constructed and installed upon a stripped chassis. 
Part of the engine is beneath and/or behind the windshield and beside the driver's seat. The 
service door is behind the front wheels. **These are not very common any longer.** 

 
IMAGE 24: TYPE B SCHOOL BUS 
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Type "C" School Bus/MFSAB - is constructed utilizing a chassis with a hood and fender 
assembly. This includes the cutaway truck chassis, including the cab, with or without a left 
side driver door, and with a GVWR greater than 21,500 pounds. The service door is behind the 
front wheels. **Also known as Conventional.” 

 

IMAGE 25: TYPE C SCHOOL BUS  

 

IMAGE 26: TYPE C MFSAB 

Type “D” School Bus/MFSAB - is constructed utilizing a stripped chassis, the engine may be 
behind the windshield and beside the driver's seat; or it may be at the rear of the bus, behind 
the rear wheels. The service door is ahead of the front wheels. **Also known as Transit-style, 
Pusher, or Flat-nosed.” 

 
IMAGE 27: TYPE D SCHOOL BUS 

As you can see there are several different types of school buses so it is important to note that 
not all school buses require a CDL to drive - even with students on board. Remember that the 
need for a CDL is based on the GVWR and passenger rating of the vehicle, and the color of the 
vehicle does not indicate if a CDL is required. 
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What Vehicles are Required to Have a CDL Operator? 

Per the Colorado CDL Manual (DR 2251), “Class B Heavy Straight Vehicles. Any single vehicle 
with a GVWR of 26,001 or more pounds falls in Group B, or any such vehicle towing another 
vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds GVWR. Class B includes straight trucks and large 
buses, including articulated buses. Safely driving these heavy vehicles requires considerably 
more knowledge and skill than driving the small trucks and buses found in Class C.”  

All commercial drivers who drive certain types of vehicles or haul certain types of cargo must 
add endorsements to their CDL license and/or Commercial Learner’s Permit (CLP) to show 
that they have the specialized knowledge required for these operations. 

The two endorsements that are required to drive a school bus are the S (School Bus) 
Endorsement and the P (Passenger) Endorsement. 

The following vehicles are required to have the CDL for operation. 

● Type A - Above 15 passengers 
● Type B, C and D vehicles 

What Other Vehicles Can be Used to Transport Students? 

SMALL CAPACITY VEHICLE - means a motor vehicle, which does not meet the requirements 
of Type A, B, C, or D school buses, designed for general purpose use. These vehicles (12 
passengers including the driver or less) may be used to carry students to and from school, 
from school to school, or to school-related events, and shall meet or exceed all applicable 
rules and regulations. 

These are cars, minivans, suburbans, and similar vehicles. These vehicles are allowed to 
transport students for route purposes because they are able to pull completely off the 
roadway. 
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VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 
Annual Inspection - Operation Rule 11 

11.0 Annual Inspection 

11.1  School districts, charter schools, and service providers shall ensure all school 
transportation vehicles and trailers pursuant to 1 CCR 301-26-R-13.11 have a CDE 
annual inspection conducted by a CDE-certified annual inspector prior to transporting 
students and annually thereafter. 

11.01(a) Recently purchased school transportation vehicles shall successfully pass a 
CDE annual inspection prior to transporting students, and then annually 
thereafter. 

11.2  Annual inspection results shall be documented on the CDE Affidavit of Annual 
Inspection for School Transportation Vehicles Form (STU-25). 

11.02(a) A copy of the current Affidavit must be maintained inside the vehicle and a 
copy must be placed in the vehicle file. 

11.3  All annual inspection criteria of school transportation vehicles must meet or exceed 
manufacturer’s specifications. The annual inspection shall be documented and shall 
include, at a minimum, all fields listed on the CDE Annual Inspection and Preventive 
Maintenance Requirements Form (STU-26). 

11.4  All annual inspection criteria of trailers must meet or exceed manufacturer’s 
specifications and shall include, at a minimum, all fields listed on the CDE Trailer 
Annual Inspection and Preventive Maintenance Requirements Form (STU-27). 

11.5  During the annual inspection, all four wheels shall be pulled for a full inspection of the 
foundation brake system. The three exceptions are: 

11.05(a) School transportation vehicles with less than 4,000 miles since the previous 
annual inspection shall have two wheels (one front and one rear) pulled 
different than those pulled for the previous inspection. 

11.05(b) School transportation vehicles equipped with a retarder meeting the 
specifications outlined in 1 CCR 301-25-R-33.00, shall have two wheels (one 
front and one rear) pulled which are different than those pulled for the 
previous inspection. 

11.05(c) Trailers, pursuant to 1 CCR 301-26-13.11, shall have 50 percent of the wheels 
pulled different than those pulled for the previous inspection. 
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Preventative Maintenance - Operation Rule 12 

12.0 Maintenance and Repair 

12.1  School districts, charter schools, and service providers must ensure all school 
transportation vehicles are systematically inspected, maintained, and repaired by a 
qualified mechanic to ensure that school transportation vehicles are in safe and proper 
operating condition. 

12.2  School districts, charter schools, and service providers shall have a system to 
document preventative maintenance, reported defects, and repairs made to school 
transportation vehicles. 

12.3  School districts, charter schools, and service providers shall maintain separate files for 
each school transportation vehicle with documentation of all annual inspections, all 
preventative maintenance, and all reported damage, defects, or deficiencies and the 
corresponding repair and maintenance performed. 

12.4  Any identified damage, defect, or deficiency of a school transportation vehicle must 
be reported to the school district, charter schools, or service provider if it: 

12.04(a) Could affect the safety of operation of the school transportation vehicle; 

12.04(b) Could result in a mechanical breakdown of the school transportation vehicle; 

12.04(c) Results in noncompliance with Colorado Minimum Standards Governing School 
Transportation Vehicles (1 CCR 301-25) and/or manufacturer’s specifications. 

12.5  Documentation for reported defects must include all the following: 

12.05(a) The name of the school district, charter school, or service provider; 

12.05(b) Date and time the report was submitted; 

12.05(c) All damage, defects, or deficiencies of the school transportation vehicle; 

12.05(d) The name of the individual who prepared the report. 

12.6  Following a reported damage, defect, or deficiency of a school transportation vehicle, 
school districts, charter schools, and service providers or a representative agent must 
repair the reported damage, defects, or deficiencies, or document that no repair is 
necessary, ensuring that the vehicle is in safe and proper operating condition prior to 
transporting students. 

12.7  School districts, charter schools, and service providers shall not transport students in a 
school transportation vehicle which is not in safe and proper operating condition. A 
school transportation vehicle shall be designated as “out-of-service” by a school 
district, charter schools or service provider, a school transportation annual inspector, 
or the CDE School Transportation Unit. 
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12.07(a) Any school transportation vehicle discovered to be in an unsafe condition 
while being operated on the highway, roadway, or private road may be 
continued in operation only to the nearest place where repairs can safely be 
affected. Such operation shall be conducted only if it is less hazardous to the 
public than to permit the vehicle to remain on the highway, roadway, or 
private road. 

12.8  Following a school transportation vehicle being placed “out-of-service”, a school 
district, charter school, service provider, or a representative agent must make 
required repairs, ensuring that the vehicle is in safe and proper operating condition 
prior to transporting students. In the event of being placed “out-of-service” during an 
annual inspection, the school transportation vehicle must successfully pass a CDE 
annual inspection prior to transporting students. 

12.9  The preventative maintenance inspection on air drum brake systems shall include, at a 
minimum, that the brake rod travel has been measured and documented. The applied 
pressure method shall be used. 

12.09(a) The inspection interval shall not exceed 4,000 miles for buses equipped with 
a manual slack adjuster air brake system. 

12.09(b) The inspection interval shall not exceed 6,000 miles for buses equipped with 
an automatic slack adjuster air brake system. 

12.10  The preventive maintenance inspection interval on air disc brake systems shall not 
exceed 6,000 miles and shall include, at a minimum; inspection and documentation: 

12.10(a) The pad thickness by checking the mechanical wear indicators. 

12.10(b The visible part of the rotors for cracks, excessive wear, damage, etc. 

12.10(c) The running clearance. If the caliper has no movement or appears to move 
greater than the distances indicated by the manufacturer, then a full wheel 
removal inspection will be necessary. 

12.11  The preventive maintenance inspection interval for hydraulic brake systems shall not 
exceed 6,000 miles and shall include, at a minimum, inspection, and documentation 
of: 

12.11(a) Proper parking brake operation; 

12.11(b) Proper brake fluid level and clarity; 

12.11(c) Adequate pedal reserve; 

12.11(d) Proper hydraulic/vacuum assist operation; and 

12.11(e) Visual inspection for brake fluid leakage. 
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12.12  If brake adjustment or repair is needed, the work shall be completed by or supervised 
by a DOT or equivalent qualified brake inspector meeting the requirements of the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, 49 CFR section 396.25. 

12.13  If maintenance or repair work is needed on an electric vehicle, the work shall be 
completed by or supervised by a qualified mechanic with appropriate training on 
maintenance and repair of electric vehicles. 

Pre-Trip - Operation Rule 9 

9.0 Pre-trip/Post-trip Vehicle Inspections 

9.1  Each school transportation vehicle shall have a daily pre-trip and post-trip inspection 
performed and documented by the school transportation vehicle operator or other 
transportation employee authorized by the school district, charter school, or service 
provider. A daily pre-trip inspection shall be completed prior to a vehicle being placed 
in service. A daily post-trip inspection shall be completed at the end of daily operation 
of each vehicle. 

9.2  The pre-trip and post-trip inspection requirements for school transportation vehicles, 
other than small capacity vehicles, shall include at a minimum all items listed on the 
CDE School Transportation Vehicle (School Bus/Multifunction Bus/Motor Coach Bus) – 
Pre-Trip and Post Trip Requirements Form (STU-9). 

9.3  The pre-trip and post-trip inspection requirements for school transportation small 
capacity vehicles shall include at a minimum all items listed on the CDE School 
Transportation Vehicle (Small Capacity Vehicle) – Pre-Trip and Post-Trip Requirements 
Form ( STU-8). 

9.4  School districts, charter schools, and service providers shall have a procedure in place 
to verify that students are not left on an unattended school transportation vehicle. 
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VEHICLE PURCHASES 
Buying a new vehicle for your school transportation department can be an exciting and 
daunting process. While we cannot tell you what to purchase, here is some guidance to get 
you started in the right direction. Always remember we are here to help you! 

What is the Certified Bus Manufacturer List? 

The CDE Certified Bus Manufacturers provides a list of the current manufacturers and models 
that are certified to be used in the State of Colorado to transport students. 

Where Can I Find a List of All Certified Bus Dealers? 

Please see the map on the CDE School Transportation Website to locate your nearest School 
Bus Dealer. CDE Inspectors, Instructors, Testers, Bus Dealers Map with Contact Information  

Prohibition 15 passenger vans 

According to the United States Code (USC) 15-passenger vans are prohibited from being used 
as a school transportation vehicle.  

Per 49 USC 30112, a school or school system may not purchase or lease a new 15-passenger 
van if it will be used significantly by, or on behalf of, the school or school system to transport 
pre-primary, primary, or secondary school students to or from school or an event related to 
school, unless the 15-passenger van complies with the motor vehicle standards prescribed for 
school buses and multifunction school activity buses under this title. 

This is due to the lack of rollover crashworthiness of the vehicle. The Colorado School District 
Self Insurance Pool (CSDSIP) will not insure 15-passenger vans. 

Per Colorado Minimum Standards: 

6.4  Effective January 1, 2025, Pursuant to Section 8 of these rules, vehicles with a 
capacity of more than 12 passengers that do not meet the definition of a Type A 
School Bus or a Type A Multifunction Bus, or meet the Colorado Rack and Load, 
Kentucky Pole Test and FMVSS School Bus Safety Standards, as required, are prohibited 
from transporting students for any reason. 

Minimum Standards Requirements 

All vehicles that are being used for student transportation are required to meet the Colorado 
Minimum Standards and all applicable FMVSS per the date of manufacture. Vehicles are not 
required to be retroactive to previous versions of the Minimum Standards. 

https://www.zeemaps.com/map?group=1296836
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Who Do I Contact to Verify a Vehicle or for More Information? 

If you are unsure if the vehicle you are looking to purchase is indeed part of the certified list, 
please contact Fred Stewart at stewart_f@cde.state.co.us for verification of manufacturer 
and model. All Dealers and Manufacturers found on the CDE Map, mentioned and linked 
above, have certified that any school transportation vehicle they sell to a district or charter 
school, shall meet all Colorado Minimum Standards applicable as of the date of manufacture.  

mailto:stewart_f@cde.state.co.us
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STU-7 Used/New Dealer Registration  

 

According to Colorado Minimum Standards (1 CCR 301-25) 6.04, Used school bus dealers shall 
register with the Colorado Department of Education, School Transportation Unit, certifying 
that only school transportation vehicles meeting or exceeding Colorado Minimum Standards 
will be sold. There shall be no fee to register.   
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ANNUAL INSPECTOR 
Who is an Annual Inspector? 

A school transportation annual inspector is a person qualified to perform annual inspections  
on a school transportation vehicle to confirm the vehicle complies with CDE regulations.  

What are the Requirements to Become an Annual Inspector? 

7.0  School Transportation Annual Inspector Requirements  

7.2  School transportation annual inspectors shall meet or exceed the following 
requirements: 

7.02(a)  The school transportation annual inspector shall possess a valid driver's 
license with the proper class and endorsements for the size and type of 
vehicle(s) to be inspected.  

7.02(b)  The school transportation annual inspector shall provide to the school 
district, charter school, or service provider a Brake Inspector Qualification 
Certificate meeting the requirements of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Regulations, 49 CFR section 396.25.   

7.02(c)  The school transportation annual inspector shall have at least two years 
verifiable experience in the maintenance of light, medium, or heavy-duty 
vehicles.  

7.02(d)  The school transportation annual inspector shall successfully pass the CDE 
initial hands-on performance test proctored by a certified school 
transportation annual inspector hands-on-tester.   

7.02(e)  The school transportation annual inspector shall successfully pass the CDE 
annual inspector qualification written test initially, and every three years 
thereafter pass the CDE annual inspector recertification written test.   

7.02(e)(1)  A representative of the school district, charter school, or service 
provider, other than a school transportation annual inspector 
candidate, shall grade the written test.  

Who Do I Contact to Start the Process? 

Once you have all of the documents found in 7.02 (listed above) and completed the STU-20 
(shown on the next page), and you have decided to pursue becoming an Annual Inspector, 
please contact Fred Stewart at stewart_f@cde.state.co.us. You will also need to complete the 
CDE Annual Inspector written test that will be provided by Mr. Stewart. 

The STU-20 is the Annual Inspector application and is signed by the Transportation 

mailto:stewart_f@cde.state.co.us
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Supervisor/Director validating the information listed therein. Notice that this document has a 
year and an EDAC stamp on it, so be sure that you are using the most current version. 

7.3 A school district, charter school, service provider or operator of an inspection site may 
submit a CDE Application for CDE Annual Inspector Qualification or Recertification 
Form (STU-20) to CDE verifying that the above requirements have been satisfied. CDE 
will then issue an Annual Inspector Certificate. 
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What is a Brake Inspector Qualification Certification? 

A brake inspector qualification certificate states that the annual inspector applicant has met 
the requirements for a qualified brake inspector to perform the assigned brake maintenance 
task in compliance with the regulation of the U.S. Department of Transportation for the 
qualification of brake inspectors contained 49 CFR 396.25. You can find this certificate on our 
website, under “FORMS,” and listed as the STU-24. 

Brake Inspector Qualification Certificate 2023-2024  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/202223stu24brakeinspectorqualifcationcertificate
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How do I Certify Two-Years Experience? 

We get this question a lot as people may not have the ability to obtain the information from a 
previous employer, or have any training certificates. We have a template on the “FORMS” 
page, listed under Sample Forms - Fleet: Work Experience DOC, that can assist you in this 
process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I Renew My Annual Inspector Certificate? 

A renewal or recertification for your Annual Inspector Certificate is completed by filling out 
the STU-20 (application), taking the CDE annual inspector recertification written test, and 
sending both into Fred Stewart. 

Application for Annual Inspector Qualification or Recertification 2023-2024 

Annual Inspector Guide 

 

 

Annual Inspector Guide 

 

This can also be found by going to the CDE School Transportation website under School Bus 
Fleet and Technician’s Toolbox. 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/202223bstu20applicationforannialinspectorqualificationorrecertification
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Do I Need a Qualification File for an Annual Inspector? 

Yes. regardless of if the Annual Inspector is employed with the school district as a mechanic, 
or if you utilize an outside company as your annual inspector, the information that you are 
needing to keep on file for each Annual Inspector that is used, is as follows. 

● Current Copy of Operator License 7.02(a)  
● Brake Inspector Qualification Certificate 49 CFR 396.25 and 7.02(b)  
● Documentation verifying two (2) years of experience 7.02(c)  
● CDE initial hands-on performance test 7.02(d)  
● CDE Annual Inspector written test 7.02(e)  

What Forms do Annual Inspector’s Use? 

There are two forms from the CDE School Transportation Unit that are required to be used. 
The first is the STU-25. The STU-25 is the Affidavit of Annual Inspection that is required to be 
placed in the vehicle. The second is the STU-26. The STU-26 is the checklist that is used for 
both preventative maintenance and annual inspections. Both of these forms are shown later 
in this guide, and are available on the CDE School Transportation Unit website. 

STU-25 

STU-26 

Where Can I Find an Annual Inspector? 

If you are looking for an Annual Inspector or Hands-On Tester please look at the ZEEMap on 
the CDE School Transportation website home page. 

CDE Inspectors, Instructors, Testers, Bus Dealers Map with Contact Information  

This map will also be able to show you the locations of ELDT Trainers, Bus Dealers, and more.  

https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/202223stu25affidvitofannualinspectionforschooltransportationvehicle
https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/202223stu26annualinspectionpreventativemaintenancechecklist
https://www.zeemaps.com/map?group=1296836
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HANDS-ON TESTER 
What is a Hands-On Tester? 

A School transportation annual inspector hands-on tester is a person qualified to proctor 
hands-on tests to annual inspector candidates.  

What Qualifications are Needed to Become a Hands-On Tester? 

8.2  School transportation annual inspector hands-on testers shall meet or exceed the 
following requirements:   

8.02(a)  The school transportation annual inspector hands-on tester shall have 
maintained a CDE Annual Inspector certificate for a minimum of two years.   

8.02(b)  The school transportation annual inspector hands-on tester shall have 
satisfactorily completed a CDE school transportation annual inspector hands-
on tester training.  

8.02 (c)  The school transportation annual inspector hands-on testers shall have 
completed a minimum of four hours verifiable medium/heavy brake system 
training in the last three years or have maintained an ASE School Bus or 
Medium/Heavy Duty Truck or Transit Bus Brake Certification.   

8.02(d)  The school transportation annual inspector hands-on tester candidate shall 
submit a CDE Application for Certification or Recertification of CDE Annual 
Inspector Hands-On Tester Form (STU-30) verifying that the above criteria 
have been satisfied. CDE will then issue an Annual Inspector Hands-On Tester 
Certificate.   

8.02(e)  The school transportation annual inspector hands-on tester shall conduct at 
least two hands-on tests every three years or attend a CDE school 
transportation annual inspector hands-on recertification training to recertify 
as a school transportation annual inspector hands-on tester.   

8.3  If any of the above requirements become invalid, the hands-on tester certificate is 
invalid until the requirement(s) is made valid, by retaking the tester training class in 
rule 8.02(b). Annual Inspector Hands On Performance Test Score Sheet   

https://www.cde.state.co.us/transportation/stu21handsontestscoresheet
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INSPECTION SITE 
What is an Inspection Site Certificate? 

10.0  Inspection Site Certification   

10.1  A CDE Inspection Site Certificate is required at each facility/location where annual 
inspections for school transportation vehicles are performed.   

What Criteria Does the Shop Need to Meet? 

10.2  The inspection site shall meet or exceed the following criteria to acquire and maintain 
an inspection site certificate:   

10.02(a)  The inspection site shall be large enough to accommodate the vehicle, 
equipment, and tools necessary to perform the inspection. 

10.02(b)  The inspection site shall have a floor surface or pad adequate to safely 
support the maximum weight of the largest vehicle to be inspected.   

10.02(c)  The inspection site shall have adequate lighting and ventilation.   

10.02(d)  The inspection site or inspector shall, at the time of inspection, have the 
equipment and tools necessary to properly complete the annual inspection.   

10.02(e)  The inspection site or inspector shall have tools designed and calibrated to 
take accurate readings of appropriate measurements, such as brakes and 
tires.   

10.3  The operator of an inspection site shall submit a request for an inspection site 
certificate on the CDE Application for Inspecting Site Certification Form (STU-22) that 
the above criteria have been satisfied.   

10.4  The operator of an inspection site shall post the CDE Inspection Site Certificate at the 
inspection site.  
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ENTRY LEVEL DRIVER TRAINING (ELDT) 
What is the ELDT? 

FMCSA’s Entry Level Driver Training (ELDT) regulations set the baseline for training 
requirements for entry-level drivers applicable to school transportation. This applies to those 
seeking to: 

● Class B CDL for the first time; 
● Upgrade an existing Class C CDL to a Class B CDL; or 
● Obtain a school bus (S), or passenger (P) for the first time. 

The ELDT regulations are not retroactive; individuals who were issued a CDL or an S, P, or H 
endorsement prior to February 7, 2022 are not required to complete training for the 
respective CDL or endorsement. 

If an applicant who obtained a CLP prior to February 7, 2022, and obtains a CDL before the 
CLP or renewed CLP expires, the applicant is not subject to the ELDT requirements. 

Any individual who meets one of the exceptions for taking a skills test in 49 CFR Part 383 is 
also exempt from the ELDT requirements.  

What is the Training Provider Registry (TPR) 

The FMCSA Training Provider Registry retains a record of which CDL applicants have 
completed the new training and certification process outlined in the Entry-Level Driver 
Training (ELDT) regulations. 

Only registered training providers will be  able to submit certification of a driver’s completion 
of entry-level driver training to the Training Provider Registry. 

Can anyone be a Trainer for ELDT? 

No. The ELDT requirements are established in 49 CFR 380.605 and are reflected in Colorado’s 
Operation Rule. 

6.0  School Transportation Entry Level Driver Instructor Requirements   

6.1  A CDE school transportation entry level driver instructor is a person qualified to teach 
either the theory and/or the behind-the-wheel curriculum, pursuant to 49 CFR, Part 
380, Appendix B, C and D.   

6.2  Pursuant to 49 CFR, Part 380.605, the CDE school transportation entry level theory 
instructor shall (1) possess a valid commercial driver’s license with the Class B (or 
higher), School Bus, and Passenger endorsements; and (2) have two years of verifiable 
experience operating a school transportation vehicle requiring a commercial 
operator’s license with the Class B (or higher), School Bus, and Passenger endorsement 
in the State of Colorado.   

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/title49/part/383
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&=PART&n=pt49.5.380#se49.5.380_1605
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6.02(a)  Exception: A theory instructor is not required to hold a CDL of the same (or 
higher) class, and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV for 
which training is to be provided, if the instructor previously held a CDL of the 
same (or higher) class and complies with the other requirements set forth in 
this section.   

6.3  The CDE school transportation entry level driver theory instructor shall successfully 
complete the CDE entry level theory instructor program initially, and every three years 
thereafter pass the CDE School Transportation Entry Level Theory Instructor 
Recertification Written Test.   

6.4  Pursuant to 49 CFR, Part 380.605, the CDE school transportation entry level behind the 
wheel instructor shall (1) possess a valid commercial driver’s license with the Class B 
(or higher), School Bus, and Passenger endorsements; and (2) have two years of 
verifiable experience operating a school transportation vehicle requiring a commercial 
operator’s license with the Class B (or higher), School Bus, and Passenger endorsement 
in the State of Colorado.   

6.04(a)  Exception: A behind the wheel instructor who provides training solely on a 
range which is not a public road is not required to hold a CDL of the same (or 
higher) class, and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV for 
which training is to be provided, as long as the instructor previously held a 
CDL of the same (or higher) class, and with all endorsements necessary to 
operate the CMV for which training is to be provided and complies with the 
other requirements set forth in this section.   

6.5  The CDE school transportation entry level driver behind the wheel instructor shall 
successfully complete the CDE entry level behind the wheel instructor program 
initially, and every three years thereafter pass the CDE School Transportation Entry 
Level Behind the Wheel Instructor Recertification Written Test.   

6.6  If any of the above requirements become invalid, the school transportation entry level 
driver theory, and/or behind the wheel instructor certificate is invalid until the 
requirement(s) is made valid.   

6.7  An entity on the Training Provider Registry shall submit the CDE Entry Level School 
Transportation Instructor Recertification Form (STU-11) to CDE, verifying that all 
applicable instructor requirements have been satisfied. CDE will then re-issue the 
applicable Instructor Certificate.   

6.8  If a school transportation entry level driver instructor has an expired certificate, the 
certificate can be recertified as follows:   

6.08(a)  If the certificate has been expired less than six months, then the applicable 
CDE School Transportation Entry Level Driver Instructor Recertification 
Written Test(s) is required.   
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6.08(b)  If the certificate has been expired between six and 12 months, then the 
applicable CDE School Transportation Entry Level Driver Instructor Program 
Written Test(s) is required.   

6.08(c)  If the certificate has been expired for more than one year, then the 
instructor must retake and pass the applicable CDE school transportation 
entry level driver instructor program(s). 

How do I Become an ELDT Trainer? 

We have several people across the state who can assist you with this process. The information 
on these individuals is located on the map on the CDE Transportation homepage (this is found 
under What’s New). 

Select and contact the trainer(s) closest to you to get this process started. There may be a 
fee associated with the training - this is set by the individual(s)/district(s) not CDE.  

Once you have successfully passed your training, the ELDT instructor that you went through 
will send CDE your training scores. We will then send you an email that includes your trainer 
application. You are unable to train ELDT until we have received your application. 

After we receive your application your trainer certificates and the ELDT training materials 
will be sent out to you via email. For your trainer file - keep a current copy of your driver’s 
license and a copy of your CDE certificate(s). This file is to be provided to every location in 
which you train. 

Please see the map on the CDE School Transportation Website to locate your nearest ELDT 
Instructor or Trainer. CDE Inspectors, Instructors, Testers, Bus Dealers Map with Contact 
Information   

https://www.zeemaps.com/map?group=1296836
https://www.zeemaps.com/map?group=1296836
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ELDT MATRIX 
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MOST COMMONLY USED FORMS 
While all of the forms found on the CDE website are valuable, there are some listed that you 
may end up using more often than others and are often referenced by the “STU” name. Those 
are listed below. Note - the ones with the asterisk (*) after them are also found in 
electronic/fillable form. 

STU-8 

The STU-8 is the CDE pre-trip requirements for all small capacity vehicles (12 passengers and 
under). **Vehicles without air brakes or the Student Eight-way Light System** 
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STU-9 

The STU-9 is the CDE pre-trip requirements for all school transportation vehicles with a 
capacity rating of 14 or greater. 
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The STU-15* (School bus operator) and STU-16* (small capacity vehicle operator) are annual 
forms, but do not have an EDAC stamp as these are blank test answer sheets. 

STU-17* 

The STU-17 document is a medical document to be filled out by small capacity vehicle 
drivers. IF there is any question in which the driver answers “yes” there must be a doctor’s 
release to accompany the STU-17 in the driver qualification file. 
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STU-25* 

The STU-25 is the Annual Inspection affidavit that is required to be updated annually. This 
document shall be the current year and present in the vehicle and shall be maintained in the 
vehicle file. This document shall be used for ALL school transportation vehicles. 
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STU-26* 

The STU-26 is the Annual Inspection/Preventative Maintenance checklist used to verify that 
the vehicle has passed the CDE Annual Inspection. This is a two-page document that is 
required to be in the vehicle’s file showing the completion and passing of the Annual 
Inspection. 
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EDAC STAMP 
 

The EDAC stamp is found on all of the required and annual forms that are available on the 
CDE website, with the exception of the annual test answer forms. 

What is EDAC?  

The Education Data Advisory Committee (EDAC) was implemented by the Colorado 
Department of Education (CDE) as required by Colorado State Law (22-2-304 C.R.S.) to review 
data demands placed on Colorado public education and:   

● Review the statutory and regulatory data reporting requirements applicable to school 
districts and public schools and determine whether the benefits derived from the 
reports are outweighed by the increased administrative costs,   

● Identify those statutory and regulatory data reporting requirements that are 
duplicative or obsolete,   

● Notify districts of mandatory data requirements from rule or statute,   
● Advise the department on the impact of data practices and technology on school 

districts and public schools 

Where Can I Find the EDAC stamp? 

The EDAC stamp should be placed on the documentation so that everyone knows that it is 
current and approved.  If the document format allows, the EDAC stamp can be shown in the 
document footer, or will be near the bottom right corner of the page. 

 

 

 

 

 

The information contained within the stamp, is the Form number and then the dates in which 
the stamp/form is valid. 

When you are pulling your documents for the annual driver qualification file updates, please 
make sure that forms that you are using are current by verifying the EDAC stamp and the date 
range listed under the form title at the top of the page.  
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STAR REVIEWS 
Per Section 3.0 “Non-Compliance” of the Operation Rules. 

3.1 CDE will perform periodic School Transportation Advisory Review (STAR) of school 
districts, charter schools, and service providers to evaluate and assist with compliance 
of these rules. 

3.01(a) CDE will provide school districts, charter schools, and service providers 
written notification of the STAR findings. 

3.01(b) Upon receipt of the written notification of STAR findings, school 
districts, charter schools, and service providers shall respond in writing 
to outline corrective actions if necessary. 

There are two separate reviews (Operations review and the Fleet/Maintenance of Vehicle 
review) that are conducted on a rotating basis, approximately every 3-5 years. When your 
school district, charter school, service provider is notified of the upcoming review, please 
have someone available to assist us in the review process. 

If you receive a notification and the date and time do not work with your schedule, please 
notify us immediately to inform us that you are not available for the scheduled time and 
we will reschedule. 

3.2  CDE shall revoke or suspend the certificate for a school transportation annual 
inspector, school transportation annual inspector hands-on tester, school 
transportation entry level driver instructor, or inspection site under the following 
circumstances: 

3.02(a)  A school transportation annual inspector, school transportation annual 
inspector hands-on tester, school transportation entry level driver 
instructor, or inspection site does not meet the requirements outlined in 
these rules; or 

3.02(b)  School transportation annual inspections, school transportation entry 
level driver instruction, or hands-on tests have not been properly 
conducted. 
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