ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines Criteria Summary
Proficiency Range
Superior

Advanced

Intermediate

Novice

Functions
Discuss topics concretely and
abstractly
Participates fully in
conversations that relate to
needs and professional interests
Support opinions
Hypothesize
Narrate and describe in present,
past and future times
Deal effectively with
unanticipated complications
Create with language (i.e. adapt
learned material to express
personal meaning)
Ask and answer questions
Deal with simple social situations
Satisfy simple needs to survive
in the target culture
Communicate minimally with
formulaic and memorized
utterances, lists and memorized
high-frequency phrases
Can respond to simple
memorized questions.
Can satisfy a limited number of
immediate survival needs.

Content/Context
Most formal and informal
settings
Wide range of public interest
topics
Abstract issues

Accuracy
No patterns of errors, sporadic
errors never interfere with
message

Text type
Extended discourse

Most informal and formal
settings
Concrete topics of personal
and general interest
Some informal settings and
limited number of
transactional situations
Predictable, familiar topics
InterMEdiate: the ME world

Understood without difficulty
by speakers of unaccustomed
to dealing with non-native
speakers
Understood, with some
repetition, by sympathetic
speakers accustomed to
dealing with non-native
speakers,

Paragraphs

Most common informal
settings
Most common aspects of
daily life

May be difficult to understand,
ever for super sympathetic
speaks accustomed to dealing
with non-native speakers

words, memorized highfrequency phrases

Sentences and strings of
sentences

Oral Proficiency Interview-Determining the proficiency level process:
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Identify the targeted function, text type and the proficiency level activity. Use the hart on page 1.
Question
Function
Text type
Tell me about a typical day at your school.
What classes are you taking this year?
What is your favorite class? Why?
You say you are on a soccer team. Tell me
about your team and what you generally do at
practice from beginning to end.
What days of the week do you play soccer? Tell
me more about your most memorable soccer
game. What happened and why was it different
from other games.
Who are the members of your family?
Tell me about a typical meal in your family.
Imagine eating habits 10 years from now-what
will be different? What will be the same?
adapted from the work of Chantal Thompson

Proficiency level

What is the different between performance and proficiency?
Performance: Performance is generally demonstrated at the end of a unit to gauge what students are able to do on a certain topic. This topic was the focus over the
past weeks or months and the language is rehearsed and planned. There are no real surprises about the language being assessed.
Proficiency: Proficiency is what a student can do in any situation on any topic. It is not planned and often requires the speaker to work their way out of a situation
and use the skills learned over time to get the message across.
1. Discuss with your group to make sure you understand?
2. What implications does this information for building instruction?
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