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THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESSMENT

SPANISH

TOA Title:

Un amor especial

Theme:

Relationships

Level:


Intermediate-Low

TOA Overview:

Your sister just announced her engagement to a young man she met in California.  He is arriving in New Jersey on business and will take the opportunity to meet your family.  The fiancé, however, is not fluent in English and your parents depend on you to help in communicating with him during his stay in your home.  

Task Title: 

Un amor especial

Theme:  

Relationships

Level:  

Intermediate-Low



Focus Age Group:  13+ 

National Standards Goals: 

Communication 
 Cultures
Communicative Mode: 

Interpretive
Time Frame:  One class period; 40 minutes

Description of Task:  

Your older sister has met the man of her dreams.  However, there is a small problem.  Her fiancé is not fluent in English and your parents do not speak Spanish.  You are the only person who can help your parents interpret an article from a website that your sister sent the family about her new relationship.

Materials Needed:  Article from website: www.mejoramor.com  (Germán y Mónica)

Teacher Notes:  Students will need to be able to recognize preterit and imperfect tenses.

Interpretive Activity Sheet

Relationships-Un amor especial

1. Facts

What is the man’s name?  _______________________________________________

Where is he from?  ____________________________________________________

What is the girl’s name?  _______________________________________________

Where is she from? ___________________________________________________

2. Supporting Details 

How did the young couple meet?  Be specific in your response.  _________________

Where did they meet for the first time?  ____________________________________

What attracted the young man to initiate communication with the young woman?

When did they meet for the first time?  

_____________________________________________________________________

How does the young man feel about his future relationship with the young woman?  Provide specific evidence from the article to support your answer.

3.  Main Idea(s)

Why would a person choose to meet someone using this website?  Discuss the advantages and disadvantages.

4.  Inference 

What do the following words probably mean based on your interpretation of the article?


medio  _________________________________________________________


encuentro  ______________________________________________________


tierna  _________________________________________________________


agradezco  _____________________________________________________

Intermediate-Low Interpretive Rubric
Un amor especial

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Can I identify the main idea?
(Main Idea)

	I identify the main ideas presented in text.


	I identify the main ideas of the text.
	I do not identify the main ideas of the text.

	Can I understand supporting details?
(Comprehension)
	I understand most details about the couple.
	I understand some details about the romance.
	I understand few supporting details.

	Can I infer meaning?
(Interpretation)
	I infer the meaning of most cognates and word families.

I am able to infer the meaning of a few new words from context.

I infer the author’s intent.

My answers demonstrate some cultural awareness.
	I infer the meaning of some cognates and word families.

I do not derive the meaning of new words from context.

My answers demonstrate little cultural awareness.
	I infer the meaning of few cognates and word families.

I do not derive the meaning of new words from context.

My answers do not demonstrate cultural awareness.


Task Title:  

Un Amor Especial

Theme:  

Relationships

Level: 


Intermediate-Low



Focus Age Group:  13+ 

National Standards Goals:  

Communication
Cultures
Communicative Mode: 

Interpersonal
Time Frame:  Two class periods; 40 minutes each

Description of Task:  
Next week your sister’s fiancé is coming to New Jersey on business and will take the opportunity to meet your family.  Your sister will not be traveling with him.  Therefore, you will need to help your parents communicate with him in Spanish.  You decide to practice talking with a friend so that things go smoothly when he gets here.  You have convinced a friend to work with you in exchange for help in math.

Materials Needed: Have rubrics ready to evaluate the students as well as any pre-speaking materials.

Teacher Notes:  Students will need to be able to ask and answer questions that allow them to get to know someone on a personal level.

Intermediate-Low Interpersonal Rubric
Un amor especial

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	How well do I communicate?

(Text Type)
	I create with the language by using strings of sentences.
	I create with language by using simple sentences and some strings of sentences.
	I use simple sentences, isolated words, and memorized phrases.

	How well am I understood?

(Comprehensibility)
	I am consistently understood. 
	I am generally understood.
	I am understood with occasional difficulty.

	How well do I understand?

(Comprehension)
	My responses are mostly logical and on topic.
	My responses are generally logical and on topic.
	My responses are occasionally logical and on topic. 

	What kind of

vocabulary do I

use?

(Language Use & Vocabulary)
	I use a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the topic most of the time. 


	I use a range of vocabulary that accomplishes the task.  However, occasionally I may use the wrong word or expression.
	I use basic vocabulary and resort to English when I am unable to communicate my message.



	
How well do I keep the conversation going?

(Communication Strategies)
	I ask and answer questions to maintain the conversation and to clarify.  At times, I paraphrase to make myself understood.
	I maintain a simple conversation by asking some questions, but I don’t ask for clarification. 
	I respond to basic, direct questions, and ask 

simple questions.

	
How well do I demonstrate cultural understanding?
(Cultural Awareness)
	I generally demonstrate awareness of cultural appropriateness. 
	I occasionally demonstrate awareness of cultural appropriateness
	I do not demonstrate an awareness of cultural appropriateness.


Task Title:  

Un Amor Especial

Theme:  

Relationships

Level: 


Intermediate-Low




Focus Age Group:  13+ 

National Standards Goals: 

 Communication
Cultures
Communicative Mode:

 Presentational
Time Frame:  Three class periods; 40 minutes each

Description of Task:

Your sister and her fiancé asked you and your parents to give suggestions for the wedding invitation.  They need a Spanish invitation for his family who does not speak English.  You decide to work on the Spanish invitation that includes the date and time of the wedding, location of reception, as well as a mini-biography of the bride and groom and how they met to inform the guests about the background of the couple.

Materials Needed:   Have examples of authentic wedding invitations for students to view and discuss in class.

Teacher Notes:   Students need to be able to describe people, express the date and time in Spanish as well as be able to use directional phrases to indicate location of places.

Intermediate-Low Presentational Rubric
Un amor especial

	
	EXCEEDS ECPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	How well do I communicate?
(Text Type and Language Control )
	I express my ideas using  strings of sentences and am generally accurate.
	I create with language by using simple sentences and some strings of sentences and am occasionally accurate.
	I use simple sentences, isolated words, and memorized phrases with accuracy.

	What kind of

vocabulary do I

use?

(Vocabulary Use)
	I use a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the topic most of the time. 
	I use a range of vocabulary that accomplishes the task.  However, occasionally I may use the wrong word or expression.
	I use basic vocabulary and resort to English when I am unable to communicate my message.

	How well am I understood?

(Comprehensibility)
	I am generally understood by those unaccustomed 

to the speaking/writing of language learners.
	I am generally understood by those accustomed to the speaking/writing of language learners.
	I am understood with occasional difficulty by those accustomed to the speaking/writing of language learners.

	How well do I capture and maintain my audience’s attention?

(Impact)
	I make good choices of phrases, images, and content to maintain the attention of the audience.
	I make some good choices of phrases, images, and content to maintain the attention of the audience.
	I use mostly gestures or visuals to maintain audience’s attention.  I use some phrases, but my vocabulary conveys very basic information.

	How organized and fluent is my presentation?

(Communication Strategies)
	I organize my presentation in a logical manner.  I speak/write with fluency. 
	I organize my presentation in a logical manner.  I pause a few times, disrupting the flow.
	I focus mostly on the completion of the task; I pay little attention to the organization and flow of my presentation.

	How well do I demonstrate cultural understanding?

(Cultural Awareness)
	I generally demonstrate awareness of cultural appropriateness. 
	I occasionally demonstrate awareness of cultural appropriateness
	I do not demonstrate an awareness of cultural appropriateness.
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