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PERSONAL SYMBOLISM
VISUAL ARTS GRADE LEVEL: 8 

Creating and Responding

Content Standards: I A3, II D1, I Cl

•
Analyze the characteristics of art and design works in various eras and cultures in order to discover possible expressions or solutions to problems. 

•
Propose and articulate how works in the visual arts and design might reflect and influence the way people perceive experiences in their lives and conversely how people's experiences influence the development of specific works. 

•
Experiment, select, and employ form, media, technique, and processes and analyze what makes them effective or ineffective in communicating ideas.

Task Description:

The student will look at each of the reproductions provided and choose one reproduction to respond to on the provided worksheet.  Following this activity the student will make a list of five things that are important in his life.  The student selects three things from his list and develops a visual symbol that represents each.  Using the provided T-shirt template and colored markers the student then designs a T-shirt that incorporates these three symbols into a design that represents the student and would tell people something about him.  Following the production activity the student responds to a series of questions about his design and the things that it reflects about him.
MATERIALS:  
For each student: A series of reproduction sets ( Cheyenne robe ... Denver Art Museum Art and Man Vol 21, No. 3, page 4; Masami Teraoka Samurai Businessman Going Home II, Space Gallery Los Angeles, Art and Man, Vol. 19 No. 4; Palette of King Narmer 11 Dynasty, Old Kingdom Cairo Museum.  Art and Man (Vol. 20 No. 3 p 5) pencil, 10 color markers, T-shirt template worksheet, scratch sheet eraser and pencil sharpener.

SET-UP: The classroom should be arranged with individual desks and chairs so students can work independently.

SCRIPT: You are going to have the opportunity to design a T-shirt that is about you and the world you live in.  This T-shirt will be produced and distributed internationally and will tell people in other cultures something about you. Before you begin please look at the reproductions of art work that have come to us from other cultures and choose one work of art that you will examine and answer a few questions about.

SCRIPT: Do scorable unit 1 on the student response sheet.

(10 minutes)

Look at artwork from different cultures to identify the relationship between objects/images used and the symbolic meaning of the objects/images.  Develop your own personal symbolic imagery to use in a proposal for a T-shirt design.  Utilize art elements (line, shape/form, space, texture, and color) and design principles (rhythm, movement, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis and unity) to create a well-organized composition that visually communicates something about you.  Plan your design on a t-shirt template.

SCORABLE UNIT 1

Activity #1

SCRIPT:     
Look at each of the pictures individually.  Choose one of the artworks to respond to.  In the spaces provided, write what you can learn about the people who made that artwork.  What might be the meaning of the objects/images used? You have 10 minutes for this part of the exercise

SCRIPT: Please put down your pencils.

SCORING GUIDE FOR SCORABLE UNIT I  (Activity 1)

Content Standard: I A3

The response demonstrates the student's ability to analyze artwork from another culture and discover meaning in the culture's visual expression.

3 points 
Student clearly identifies the relationship between objects/images and the symbolic meaning of the artwork.

2 points 
Student attempts to identify some relationship between the objects/images and the symbolic meaning in the artwork.

1 point 

Student identifies only literal elements in the artwork.

SCRIPT:     
The objects and symbols in the art work you have just looked at indicate things that were important in the culture of the artist who created that work.  Now try to think of things that are important to you. List five (5) things that are important to you.

SCRIPT:     Do activity #2 on the student response sheet.

Activity 2: (5 minutes)

List five things that are important in your life.

 Important things to me

1.  

2.

3.

4.

5.

SCRIPT:     
Now that you have made your list make a sketch of a visual symbol that would represent each thing on your list in the space provided.

SCRIPT:

Do activity #3 on the student response sheet.  You have 20 minutes for this part of the exercise. (20  minutes)

SCORABLE UNIT 2 (Activity 3)
Sketch a symbol that represents each idea on your list.

[image: image1.wmf]
SCORING GUIDE FOR SCORABLE UNIT 2 (Activity 3)

Content Standard: I C 1

The response demonstrates the student's ability to clearly represent a visual symbol that conveys the intended idea.

3 points 
Student develops symbols that directly relate to the items listed and are effective in 



conveying the intended ideas

2 points 
Student develops symbols that directly relate to the items listed and adequately 



convey the intended ideas.

1 point  
Student develops symbols that relate to the items listed and minimally convey



 the intended ideas.

[After 20 minutes say]

SCRIPT:      
Now you are ready to do your T-shirt design.  From the symbols you sketched choose three to be included in your T-shirt design.  Use the T-shirt outline for your design.  You may use as many of the 10 colored markers as you wish.  Remember to use the whole space of the T-shirt and to create a design that is easy to understand and uses art elements (line, shape/form, space, texture, and color) and design principles (rhythm, movement, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis and unity) You want to create a shirt that shows others what you are like.

SCRIPT:      Do activity #4 on the student response sheet.  
SCORABLE UNIT 3 (Time: 30 minutes)
Activity 4:

You are going to design a T-shirt that combines three symbols that you developed from your list in a way that tells people something about you.  Think about what makes a successful t-shirt design.  Your design should: -make effective use of the space of the t-shirt template -utilize the symbols so they are easy to understand -make use of art elements (line, shape/form, space, texture, and color) and design principles (rhythm, movement, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis and unity)

SCORING GUIDE FOR SCORABLE UNIT 3 (Activity #4)
Content Standard: I Cl

The response demonstrates the student's ability to select appropriate techniques in conveying an idea in a t-shirt design.

3 points

•
Use of Space – Effectively uses

•
Readability (clarity) of Symbols - Effectively uses

•
Organization of Design elements - Effectively uses

2 points

•
Use of Space – Adequately uses

•
Readability (clarity) of Symbols -Adequately uses

•
Organization of Design elements - Adequately uses

1 point

•
Use of Space - Minimally uses

•
Readability (clarity) of Symbols - Minimally uses

•
Organization of Design elements - Minimally uses 

SCRIPT:    You may wish to look back at your T- shirt and the list you made in activity #2 to answer the questions in activity #5.
SCRIPT:    Do activity #5 (Time: 5 minutes)
Activity 5:
What symbols did you choose to use in your design and of what importance are they to you?

Symbol


Why is this important to you?
1.


1.

2.


2.

3.



3.

SCORING GUIDE FOR SCORABLE UNIT 4

Activity  #5

The response demonstrates the student's ability to draw direct correlation’s between a written response and a visual representation (symbol).

3 points  
Student develops symbols that directly relate to the items



listed and are effective in conveying the intended ideas

2 points 
Student develops symbols that directly relate to the items listed and adequately 



convey the intended ideas.

1 point

Student develops symbols that relate to the items listed and minimally convey the 



intended ideas.

SCRIPT:     When you do activity #6 look at your T-shirt as though you are seeing it for the first time.  What things would someone who doesn't know you be able to learn from your art work?

SCRIPT:     Do activity #6 (Time: 5 minutes)

Activity 6:
If someone from another culture were to look at your design, what might they be able to learn about you? Explain why you think they would be able to learn this from looking at your design.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SCORING GUIDE FOR SCORABLE UNIT 5

Activity #6

Content Standard: I Cl

The response demonstrates the student's ability to analyze their own artwork from another cultural viewpoint and determine how others might discover meaning in their visual expression.

3 points:  
Student clearly identifies the relationship between objects/images and the symbolic meaning of the artwork.

2 points: 
Student attempts to identify some relationship between the objects/images and the symbolic meaning in the artwork.

1 point: 
Student identifies only literal elements in the artwork.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SCRIPT: This concludes the integrated task set.   

STUDENT RESPONSE WORKSHEET
SCORABLE UNIT I

ACTIVITY #1

Look at artwork from different cultures to identify the relationship between objects/images used and the symbolic meaning of the objects/images.  Develop your own personal symbolic imagery to use in a proposal for a T-shirt design.  Utilize principles of design to create a well-organized composition that visually communicates something about you.  Plan your design on a t-shirt template.

Look at each of the pictures individually. Choose one of the artworks to respond to.  In the space provided, write what you learned about the people who made the artwork.  What might be the meaning of the objects/images used?
Activity #2:
List five things that are important in your life.

 Important things to me

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

SCORABLE UNIT 2

Activity 3:
Sketch a symbol that represents each idea on your list.

Activity 4:
You are going to design a T-shirt that combines three symbols that you developed from your list in a way that tells people something about your culture.  Think about what makes a successful t-shirt design. Your design should: -use the entire space of the t-shirt template -utilize the symbols so they are easy to understand -make use of art elements (line, shape/form, space, texture, and color) and design principles (rhythm, movement, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis and unity).
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Activity 5:
What symbols did you choose to use in your design and of what importance are they to you?


Symbol



Why is this important to you?


       1.



1.
 
       2.



2.
 
       3.



3

Activity 6:
If someone from another culture were to look at your design, what might they be able to learn about you? Explain why you think they would be, able to learn this from looking at your design.

