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• 2017-2018 FAFSA Changes 
• Strategies for increased FAFSA completion  
• The process from a Financial Aid Office Perspective 
• Timelines for consideration  
 

What We Will Cover 
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• Earlier Launch 
• Earlier Information Required 

• Alignment 
• Certainty 
• Less Pressure  

2017-2018 FAFSA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2017-18 FAFSA meant the open date moved from January 1st to October 1st and required students/parents to use their previous year’s taxes.  The Why behind this was to align application deadlines with financial aid, eliminated the athe need to estimate tax information and provided more time before state and school financial aid deadlines.  
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• A new timeline for supports, services and events 
 

• Change in Strategy  
 

• Resources employed 
 

• Lessons learned 

Adams 12 Five Star Schools  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elise, Please add some slides here for your portion.  
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End of Year FAFSA Training for ALL counselors 
• College/University Financial Aid Reps 

• Walked through FAFSA application and FAFSA Forecaster 
• Changes and Updates 
• Discussed unique scenarios 

• Homeless, undocumented, business owners, 
divorce, independent student 

Large Scale FAFSA Completion event October 8th 
• Begin planning Spring/Summer 

 

New Timeline:  
Begin the Year Before 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provide training for all counselors and end or very beginning of new schools year. 
Local college was THRILLED to be able to support us.
Everyone “being on the same page” has been incredibly helpful
We knew that the easiest way to change peoples mindset of Jan 1 was to hold a large district-wide event, with smaller school-based events throughout the year.
The smaller events looked different at each school – some have built in senior nights, others utilized parent/teacher conferences
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• Contact local colleges and universities for support and 
resources 

• Office of Admissions, Financial Aid, Outreach 

• Special programs within the college 
• Metro Excel, CU Pre-Collegiate, DACA/ACCESS Offices, TRiO 

• Community Organizations 
• Workforce Development Centers, Educational Opportunity 

Centers (EOC), educational organizations, local government 
 

District Partnerships 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early FAFSA was a great opportunity to engage out partners
Everyone was nervous for the change so it helped bring different partners together at the table
Support was overwhelming – colleges were just as apprehensive as us! 
Community Organizations and partners were often unaware of the changes – appreciated us keeping them in the loop
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• Engage college/university partners for support  
• Admissions, Financial Aid, Outreach 

• Involve Community partners 

• District Counselor volunteers  

• District Communications department 
• district and school websites, social media, print materials 
• Local newpapers 

• Food/beverage donation, childcare (provided by teacher cadet 
students), computers, printers! 

 
 

FAFSA Fest 2016 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We had no idea how many people to expect so we advertised a Google Forms RSVP
Knowing this would not be accurate it at least gave us a jumping off point
Over 30 college reps attended from 15 colleges/universities
Approximately 90 students attended
Ratio of college rep to student was excellent – allow a lot of one-on-one time for questions
Don’t forget printers! Many parents needed to sign the final signature page and mail in and we ran around trying to print
Food and beverages for the college reps and counselors was appreciated! As well as having space for them to sit and relax away from the room.
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What is the Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC) 

What family can reasonably contribute –not 
necessarily out-of-pocket  
 
Two components 

+ Parent contribution  
+ Student contribution 
 

Protections/Allowances: family maintenance 
costs - # in family –  # going to college - age 
of oldest parent 

 
Remains constant regardless of different 
college costs 

 
   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EFC calculation does not assess 100% of parents & students income and assets
There are many protections applied
Students’ income and assets are assessed at higher rate in EFC calculation.
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Must be ACCEPTED for admission before processing of financial aid. 

Submit 
FAFSA 

FAFSA 
Data 

Admission Check 

Award 
Notice/Ltr 

 
Student 

Aid Report 
 

Documents/ 
Accept Award 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CUB = estimated award in Dec./ official in Feb.

Here’s the aid application cycle in a nutshell
Student & parents complete and submit FAFSA as soon after Jan. 1 as possible
Student & parent (if email addresses provided) receive SAR:
review it for errors; 
make any necessary corrections; 
keep copy for your records 
Colleges listed on FAFSA will receive information electronically
Will first check for admission to college
Must be admitted before FAO can review FAFSA
Don’t wait until acceptance letter is received to submit FAFSA
Make sure  admitted by college’s financial aid priority deadline
FAO may ask for additional documents/information
Will communicate via college email or regular mail – check your email daily
submit completed forms to FAO asap
Once application is complete, FAO sends award letter:
Explains types/amounts of aid offered
Read carefully – important information
Respond quickly – accept aid; loan p-note; WS contract 



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=student+clip+art&view=detail&id=44956AB4C447B7234123A36718D20EAED5A8FDFC&first=121&FORM=IDFRIR
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Contact Us 

Paula Gumina 

Operations Coordinator 
Colorado Department of Education 
Gumina_p@cde.state.co.us   

 

Elise Hauer, Counselor 
 

Thornton High School 
Adams 12 Five Star Schools 
elise.hauer@adams12.org  

 

Mary Anne Hunter 
 

Postsecondary Pathways Coordinator 
Colorado Department of Education 
Hunter_mary@cde.state.co.us  
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