Concurrent Enrollment Advisory Board Meeting 

Thursday, November 15, 2012  

Institute of Science & Technology (IST) Building Lecture Center, Overland High School

12500 East Jewell Avenue, Aurora, CO 80012

Present:

Chahnuh Fritz

Chelsy Harris

Dan Jorgensen

Mimi Leonard

Tracey Lovett

Richard Maestas

Cliff Richardson

Misti Ruthven

Scott Stump

Jill Toussaint

Vaughn Toland

Not in attendance:

Deborah “Sunny” Schmitt

Guests: Kirk Weber, Scott Abbey

Welcome and Minutes Approval: Cliff Richardson
· Cliff officially welcomed Mimi Leonard to the board.

· Cliff stated that there were still 2 openings on the board.

· Jill motioned to approve minutes. Chahnuh seconded. All members signaled approval. Minutes were approved.

General update-Misti Ruthven
· Announcement of new Office of Postsecondary Preparation and Success at CDE.

· ASCENT collection changes are currently under discussion with stakeholders. Initial conversations with school finance decision makers at CDE are encouraging to be able to project future numbers of participants on historic data.
· ASCENT numbers for 2012-2013 are 297 students from October count. 

Audit Update-Kirk Weber and Scott Abbey, CDE

· Kirk and Scott were able to answer many questions the audience had. Among them were:
· They audit the October count every 1-4 years depending on the district. When auditing the October count, they look at enrollment, schedule and attendance.

· They also audit Concurrent Enrollment, ASCENT, Early Colleges and Dropout Recovery.

· For Concurrent Enrollment and ASCENT, they look at:

· ICAP, including a clear plan of study.

· Attendance on October 1st. They look at prior attendance and need proof of attendance at college. Note: Grades are not able to be used for attendance.

· How many college hours constitute full and part time?

· Concurrent Enrollment: 6hrs f/t
3 p/t

· ASCENT: 12 hrs f/t 3 p/t

· Early College: 7 hrs f/t 3 p/t

· Dropout Recovery: 7 hours f/t only

· Dropout Recovery is for 16-21 year olds and can only be taken at a community college.

· The school must pay the college. At no time can the parents pay the college, then get reimbursed by the school.
Advisory Board Membership and Vice-Chair: Cliff Richardson

· Cliff opened up Vice-Chair Nominations. Vaughn nominated Scott Stump. Scott stated he was willing to accept the nomination. Cliff closed nominations. Chelsy seconded Scott’s nomination. All members signaled approval. Scott Stump, vice provost of the Colorado Community College System was approved at Vice-Chair of the Concurrent Enrollment Advisory Board.

Statute Review Update

· Board looked at the 2013 Concurrent Enrollment Statute Suggestions.

I. Issue: Our financial aid staff members are struggling with the CE statute language around state-based financial assistance

 

Current: 22-35-104(9) A student who concurrently enrolls at an institution of higher education pursuant to this article shall not be disqualified or otherwise rendered ineligible for any state-based financial assistance for which he or she would otherwise be eligible as an entering student at the institution. 

 

Proposed:  A student who concurrently enrolls at an institution of higher education pursuant to this article WHO MEETS FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENTS, shall not be disqualified or otherwise rendered ineligible for any state-based financial assistance for which he or she would otherwise be eligible as an entering student at the institution.
· Discussion: Can this paragraph be struck?
Board voted unanimously to recommend striking the language. 
II.
Issue: Propose a parent pay option as some small rural districts do not always participate in concurrent enrollment, because of funding.

Proposed Addition:(d) A local education provider may adopt a policy allowing a qualified student and his or her parent or legal guardian to pay the local education provider the full cost of tuition and fees paid by the local education provider to an institution of higher education for a qualified student’s enrollment in a concurrent enrollment course(s).

· Discussion: The law is already premise of this in that students and parents can exercise free will and choose for their student to enroll in a college course. It is up to the district if they then choose to transcript this course for high school credit. Additionally, this would not be considered under the concurrent enrollment hours that are reported to CDE or DHE, but outside of these programs as this would not be covered by PPOR.
· Board voted to strike the proposal from consideration and recommended an FAQ be added to clarify the current law.
III. Issue: Current request deadline for projected numbers of ASCENT participants is misaligned with school processes.

Current: 22-35-108(c) (I) On or before September 1, 2009, and on or before September 1 each year thereafter, each local education provider shall submit to the department and the state board an estimate of the number of students in the local education provider who will seek to be designated by the department as ASCENT program participants for the following school year.

(II) The department, as part of its annual budget request to the general assembly, shall report the total number of students who have been identified by local education providers as potential ASCENT program participants for the following school year.
Proposed: (c)(I) In September the department will review the actual number of ASCENT eligible and funded students from the previous year and estimate the number of ASCENT students to be funded for the next fiscal year based on the actual use. On February 15 high schools will report the number of expected, eligible ASCENT students for the next fiscal year, based on standards and criteria defined by the board.

· Discussion: Change the date
Board unanimously voted to recommend the change. 
IV. Issue: Counting of ASCENT students in the five-year graduation rate vs four-year.

Current: 22-35-108 (6)(b) On or before June 1, 2010, the state board of education shall promulgate rules for schools and school districts to follow in satisfying state and federal reporting requirements concerning the enrollment status of ASCENT program participants. To the extent practicable, the rules shall ensure that schools and school districts are not adversely affected in calculating and reporting the completion of high school graduation requirements by qualified students who have been designated by the department as ASCENT program participants.

Proposed: On or before June 1, 2010, the state board of education shall promulgate rules for schools and school districts to follow in satisfying state and federal reporting requirements concerning the enrollment status of ASCENT program participants. Qualified ASCENT students whom have otherwise met the graduation requirements as outlined by their respective district, shall be counted in the four-year graduation rate for the appropriate high school and district. To the extent practicable, the rules shall ensure that schools and school districts are not adversely affected in calculating and reporting the completion of high school graduation requirements by qualified students who have been designated by the department as ASCENT program participants.

· Discussion: Change might be an issue with Federal Waiver.
· Board votedin favor or proposal 8 to 1.
V. Issue: Implementation funding support for colleges and districts.

Current: SECTION 14. Appropriation. (1) The general assembly anticipates that, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009, the department of education will receive the sum of thirty thousand thirty-one dollars ($30,031) in federal funds as determined by the governor from the government services fund pursuant to section 14002 of Title XIV of the federal "American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009", Public Law 111-5 of the one hundred eleventh United States Congress, for the implementation of this act, including ten thousand one hundred thirty-nine dollars ($10,139) for legal services and nineteen thousand eight hundred ninety-two dollars ($19,892) and 0.3 FTE for administration of the accelerating students through concurrent enrollment program. Although these funds are not appropriated in this act, they are noted for the purpose of indicating the assumptions used relative to these funds. (2) In addition to any other appropriation, there is hereby appropriated to the department of law, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009, the sum of ten thousand one hundred thirty-nine dollars ($10,139), or so much thereof as may be necessary, for the provision of legal services to the department of education related to the implementation of this act. Said sum shall be from reappropriated funds received from the department of education out of the appropriation made in subsection (1) of this section.

Proposed: The general assembly anticipates that for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2013 and every year thereafter, the department of education will receive the sum of thirty thousand thirty-one dollars ($30,031) in support of concurrent enrollment and administration of the accelerating students through concurrent enrollment program.

· Discussion: Would having a guaranteed amount of money set aside for CE be a good thing?
· Board voted unanimously to recommend the change. 

Advisory Board Recommendations to Policy Leaders

· This pertains to the 6th Year Waiver.

· Board read the memo and voted to send with no changes: Aye: No Board member. No: All Board members

· Discussion concerning changing reduced lunch and 15 credit hours. Noted that changes can only happen after the memo is passed by SBE.

· Scott moved to vote on approval with amendments. Chelsy seconded.
· Chelsy moved to vote on approval with legislative changes. Jill seconded. Board vote was 6 to 3.
Committee Updates

· Forms: Chelsy will have updated forms at the next meeting. The committee will review the FAQ’s after the forms have been updated.
· Communications committee was established and  will include: Chahnuh, Mimi and Tracey. Chahnuh was named as committee chair.
Public Input

· Did the legislation about informing students and parents of concurrent enrollment opportunities pass?
· Yes, but the bill was largely changed when it passed and can be found under 22-35-104(1)(b)
· Would like clarification on Dropout Recovery Programs. 

· This information can be found under 22-35-109.5. Rules and guidance from CDE will follow.
· Can a student participate in concurrent enrollment if enrolled in a GED Prep Program.

· Yes, if the student is a high school student and has not received their GED they can participate as any other student would be able. However, if the student has received a GED and wishes to re-enter high school, the student must surrender their GED in order to enroll and participate in concurrent enrollment.

· When will districts be asked to provide ASCENT information for 2013-14 students?
· Deadlines are under review, but will be no earlier than the end of February.

· When will more information be available on basic skills funding? 
· A joint memo from CDE, DHE, and CCCSwill sent to schools and districts by the end of November.

Next meeting will be January 31st with the Daniels Fund being a possible location.

Meeting Adjourned

