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ESEA Office Hours Questions & Answers
March 4, 2021
Q: How long is it currently taking to get approval on ESSER I?
A:  Our intent is to turn applications around as quickly as possible.  Should you have questions regarding the status of your application, please contact Nazie Mohajeri-Nelson, DeLilah Collins or your regional contact. 
Q: Can you clarify if we select in ESSER 2 budget items for 21-22 in our application & we submit in next couple months & get approval, then obviously a lot will end up as carryover. So it seems that that will all go in the carryover application -- then does that have to be approved again if we already had it all approved. 
A:  The ESSER II application will remain open until June 30, 2022.  The Carryover ESSER II application opens July 1, 2022.   
Q: Will we have an opportunity to revise and submit another report after Q4 deadline?
A:  To revise a closed report please contact Grants Fiscal (mueller_p@cde.state.co.us).
Q: So March 19th is the date we need to submit -- correct
A:  Correct, the new deadline to submit to CDE will be March 19, 2021.
Q: If we have used the previously posted Approval and Transmittal form, still okay to submit that?
A:  A new Approval and Transmittal form is necessary, as this is a separate stream of funding.
Q: Do we have to submit another GEPA statement on the ESSER II App?
A:  If the GEPA statement in your Consolidated Application (used for ESSER I application) is still applicable and relevant for the ESSER II application, you may select to utilize the existing statement.
Q: Just to confirm, this will hopefully prevent the requirement for additional programmatic reporting at year end, especially related to learning loss? if so, that is great.
A:  We are hopeful this will be the case, but it remains to be seen.
Q: So if a summer school includes all students with learning loss -- do we list all subpopulations in the description?
A:  Yes, list the selection criteria and targeted student groups for the program.
Q: Can we offer the summer classes to entire population because all populations suffered some learning loss and we also want to get as many learners as we can reengaged in school and learning during the summer.
A:  Yes.  In the description of activity indicate that all students have experienced learning loss and have been impacted by COVID-19.
Q: Do we need to convert summer school hours for teachers to FTE, or is that considered "other"? We have 95 teachers who will work 168 hours during summer schools (15960 hours). Normal contract is 186 days * 7 hours per day (1302 hours). FTE is 0, or 12.26 FTE?
A:  FTE is required if paying as salary.  CDE reports to the USDE on the number of FTE added or increased as a result of these funds.  If paying as stipends or extra duty pay, FTE is not required.
Q: Where do we put the rationale in the activity line or is there another box to enter that?
A:  Include rationale in the description of activity.
Q: So then don't code to 201 regular teacher, but to 000 stipends?
A:  Whether you code as a 201 teacher or as a stipend will have an impact on reporting FTE.
Q: If our summer school occurs in June, but we pay the stipends for teachers in July do we pick 20-21 or 21-22 for the year -- I would think 21-22 because that is when the budget occurs?
A:  FY20-21; salaries are obligated when the work occurs.
Q: Looking at the application there is a category for Discretionary use by the principal. Given that these funds may be used for a myriad of different supplies, can the description be somewhat less implicit so that there is some flexibility in what is purchased so long as it is in response to covid-19 / learning loss or for other needs?
A:  There is an option to use Discretionary funds for the Principal.  Document clearly how the cost was reasonable, necessary, and allocable to the response of COVID-19. 
Q:  if the summer school goes longer across fiscal years (June & July) do we have to break it up in budget or activity lines? Trying not to do that, but if we run a 6 week program it would hit both June & July?
A:  Yes, as they are different fiscal years.
Q: the link says ESSER I. Use this for ESSER II also??
A:  The SmartSheet is only for ESSER I.  The ESSER II application has the Unrestricted Rate prepopulated.
Q: When updating indirect for ESSER I, using the smart form, it will not delete current updates that have not been submitted---right?
A:  Correct.
Q: Increased Instructional Time is limited as an allowable use after December 2020, correct?
A:  There is no limitation in using ESSER I and II funds for Increased Instructional Time.

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE? 


For more information, visit the Office of ESEA’s Resources and Technical Assistance page:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cde.state.co.us/fedprograms/resourcesandtechnicalassistance" ��http://www.cde.state.co.us/fedprograms/resourcesandtechnicalassistance�











