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Accountability:  Drop-In Article about 
School and District Ratings
Drop-in Article to parents about school/district ratings

You can customize this basic article with details about your school/district’s rating, kudos or encouragement to your staff, and information about whether you plan to ask for reconsideration of your rating. 

State ratings of schools and districts
The Colorado Department of Education recently released its annual ratings for every school and district in the state. There are a few things you should know about the ratings, what they are based on and how you can access more information and become involved. 

Why does the state rate our school/district?
Each year the taxpayers of Colorado spend more than $6 billion on public education, and our collective goal is to ensure that all students receive a high-quality education and graduate ready for college or the workforce. Toward that end, the 2009 Accountability Act requires the Department of Education to issue annual school and district ratings, called “performance frameworks,” that let communities know how their schools and districts are doing. The ratings help identify schools and districts that could benefit from additional support, and schools that are succeeding are highlighted so that others can learn from them. 
Keep in mind that the state’s rating system is just one measure of how our school is doing. As you know, so much more goes into the effectiveness of a school, including our culture, the commitment of our staff and the involvement of parents and community members like you. 

What are the ratings based on?
Elementary and middle school ratings are based on CMAS assessments in English language arts and math – both the average scores our students received in spring 2024 as well as the average growth they showed over the last three years. High schools and districts are also rated on graduation and dropout rates, college matriculation numbers and SAT/PSAT scores. There is also information on specific groups of students, based on race, gender, free and reduced lunch eligibility, multilingual learners and those in special education.
More information about the state’s accountability system can be found here (http://www.cde.state.co.us/accountability/stateaccountability).

What does the rating of Priority Improvement or Turnaround mean?
Districts and schools that earn a Priority Improvement or Turnaround plan have lower student outcomes and tend to be falling short of state expectations for performance. This is based on key performance indicators: academic achievement and growth on state assessments and post-secondary and workforce readiness. 
All schools and districts with low ratings are eligible for increased support and school improvement grants.  These schools and districts also have additional requirements to address in their Unified Improvement Plans for review by the department annually.  If the district or school remains in one of these ratings for five years, then the State Board of Education must direct action. This could include working with an external management partner, converting the school to a charter or school closure.  
More information about the accountability clock can be found here: 
Accountability Clock Fact Sheet (PDF)  
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What do the ratings of Performance and Improvement mean? And what 
does districts with Distinction, Accreditation or Improvement mean?

These are the frameworks for schools and 
districts on the higher end of plan types. 
For schools, a rating of “Performance Plan” is the top rating, which 
indicates the school is meeting most performance metrics. Schools 
rated with an Improvement Plan are meeting most but not all 
metrics. 

For districts, Accredited with Distinction is the highest ranking and 
means the district is meeting or exceeding expectations on most 
performance metrics. Districts that are Accredited are meeting many 
but not all metrics. Districts that are Accredited with Improvement 
Plan are identified as lower performing and are not meeting or are 
only approaching expectations on most performance metrics. 

How has the pandemic affected the ratings?
Due to the disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, state assessments were canceled in 2020, and many students took a limited number of tests in 2021. In 2022, the normal administration of tests resumed. Given the interruptions in state data, CDE calculated two-year multi-year frameworks in 2023 and will calculate three-year multi-year frameworks in 2024.
Explain how federal education law impacts Colorado schools? 
In addition to state ratings, the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) also requires that states identify schools for support and improvement based on the performance of all students, performance of specific student groups and graduation rates of all students. ESSA provides additional resources for schools if their overall performance is in the lowest 5% of Title I schools, if performance of the school’s student groups is consistently low, or if graduation rates are below 67%.  Just like with state identification, identified schools are eligible for increased support and school improvement grants.  
Framework Ratings








