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~ Use the chat bar to communicate

~ Training is not being recorded

~ Download training materials



Hoping you are all well!

Poll - How familiar are you with WIDA Screener? 

(0-None/1-Low/2-Moderate/3-High)

Please Note: this presentation will not provide WIDA 
Certification to administer or score screening assessments.

Hello Everyone 



Today We Will…..

State Standardized and Interim Identification

General WIDA Information & Background

Guidance on Certification & Administering 
WIDA Screener



State 
Identification 
Procedures



Federal Requirements for EL Identification
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), §§1112(e); 3116(b)

Requires recipients of Titles I and III to identify ELs and notify parents
of the language instruction educational programs available to 
students.

Lau Remedies, 1975 (Case law, Civil Rights Act 1964)

Specifies approved approaches, methods, and procedures for:
Identifying and evaluating national origin minority students’
English language skills.

Handout



State Requirements for EL Identification
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English Language Proficiency Act, CRS 22-24-105

Requires districts to identify and report the number of English
Learners (ELs) in the district to the Colorado Department of
Education.

Senate Bill 109, CRS 22-24-106

One common assessment to identify EL student: W-APT/WIDA
Screener, the state mandated placement assessment must be used
as one indicator to determine English Language Proficiency (ELP) and
if student is an English Learner (EL).



English Learners (ELs) are those 
students who are linguistically diverse 

and identified as having a level of 
English Language Proficiency (ELP) that 

requires language support to achieve 
standards in grade-level content in 
English (Colorado Revised Statutes 

under the English Language Proficiency 
Act 22-24-103)

Non-English Proficient (NEP)  
Limited English Proficient (LEP)
Fluent English Proficient (FEP)

Former English Language Learner 
(FELL)

Colorado includes students 
monitored for two years following 

Redesignation as Fluent English 
Proficient (FEP M1/M2) when 
analyzing the performance of 

English learners

Former English Language Learners 
(FELL) and students who Exit (FEP 

Exit1/Exit2) from the ELD program after 
demonstrating English language 

proficiency and grade-level proficiency 
in reading, writing, and other content 
areas are not included in the federal 

definition of English learners
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English Learner State Proficiency Progression 

NEP / 
LEP

FEP 
Monitor 
Year 1

FEP 
Monitor 
Year 2

FEP 
Exited 
Year 1

FEP 
Exited 
Year 2

FELL

See Packet 
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State Standardized Identification Procedures

Identified as 
an English 
Learner

District 
determines 
if there is a 
language 
influence

See Packet 



Home Language Survey (HLS) 

Required by law

Given to all new-to district students

Tool used to determine language influence

Three required questions (OCR & DOJ) 

Completed within 30 days (2 weeks after October count)



OCR and DOJ Home Language Survey
3 Approved Questions

What is the 
primary 

language used in 
the home, 

regardless of the 
language spoken 
by the student? 

What is the 
language most 

often spoken by 
the student? 

What is the 
language that 

the student first 
acquired

www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/english-learner-toolkit/chap1.pdf



Who Reviews the Language Use Survey?

• District/school staff that have been trained in the school 
or district identification processes to determine if there 
is a language influence
• Counselor

• Administrator

• Teacher

• Administrative assistants

• Other personnel



Who takes the WIDA Screener assessment?

• District determines a language influence other than English 
• These students include…

• Foreign exchange students

• Students with disabilities

• Students enrolled in charter schools and facility schools

• Adopted students

• Students of military families

• Home school or online students

• Students enrolling from out of state (with Screener scores)

• Does not include…per federal guidance
• Students who use American Sign Language and do not have a language 

influence other than English.  ASL is considered to be English. 



What is a Body of Evidence (BOE)?
Determining if Student is an English Learner 

Use a BOE to consider confirming or refuting ELD services

Screener 
Scores

Family 
Interviews

Student 
Academic 
Records

Local school 
or district 

assessments

Informal 
assessments -NEP

-LEP or
-PHLOTE



English Learner State Proficiency Progression 

NEP / 
LEP

FEP 
Monitor 
Year 1

FEP 
Monitor 
Year 2

FEP 
Exited 
Year 1

FEP 
Exited 
Year 2

FELL

Redesignation

Re-Entry

SC
R

EE
N

ER
 &

 B
O

E

16

All identified NEPs & LEPs take annual ELP assessment, ACCESS
Parent/family may opt-out of ELD services but not annual ELP testing



Colorado English Learner Identification can be found at 
www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/identification-placement 
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School Year

2020-2021

Interim

Standard

Home Language Survey

Screener Scores

Body of Evidence

Parent Notification

ELD Services

Home Language Survey

Screener Scores

Body of Evidence

Parent Notification

ELD Services



Provisional Identification Procedures 
Interim for SY 2020-2021

Student Enrollment

School Year 
2020-2021

Home Language 
Survey

Administer & Review 
the Home Language 

Survey

Family Interview

Confirm Responses 
on the HLS

Student Interview

Assess ELP:
Use district procedure 
or CDE questions 

& rubrics

Provisional 
Identification

Parent Notification
& Code Student

In-Person Instruction 
Resumes

Confirmation 
Screening Required:

W-APT or WIDA 
Screener

Districts that are subject to settlement agreements or consent decrees relating to English learners must 
seek guidance from the district’s legal counsel as to whether the provisional procedures would be 
consistent with the terms of the applicable agreement/decree.

Handout
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General 
WIDA 
Screener 
Information



Identifying English Learners

The WIDA Screener is an English language 
proficiency assessment given to new students in 

Grades 1-12* to assist educators with the 
identification of students as English learners (ELs). 

The WIDA Screener is used, with a Body of 
Evidence (BOE), as one element in the Colorado 
Identification Procedures to assess a student’s 

English language proficiency.  



WIDA Comprehensive Assessment System
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Four Language Domains



Anchored in English Language Development 
Standards



Grade-Level Cluster 

Note: Continue to administer the 
W-APT to Kindergarten students



Grade Level Cluster Administration



WIDA Screener: Test Comparison



WIDA Screener: Important Information

Perhaps your district has determined to primarily administer the 
online test.  It can also be determined that newcomer students or 

students new to technology can take the paper test. 

Do not send any student booklets to WIDA; scoring is done locally 
(the online format does require writing booklet for grades 1-3).

Also you must plan to securely store and dispose of test 
materials and documents/score reports at your school/district. 
Please ensure this is a priority and follow guidance found in the 

TAM under sections “Overview of Responsibilities” and “Test 
Materials for Administration”.



WIDA Accessibility & Accommodations 
Framework

ELs with a disability 
(IEP or 504 plan)

All ELs



Accommodations Not Allowed

• Read aloud of test items or passages on the 
Reading test 

• Translating test items into a language other than 
English 

• Reading of test items in a language other than 
English

• Bilingual word-to-word dictionary 

• Translating student answers given in a language 
other than English
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WIDA Screener: Additional Accommodations

• Large Print

• The student takes screener on paper using low-vision aides or 

magnification tools.

• Braille

• WIDA Screener is not currently available in braille.  If 

districts/schools have the capability to screen students in an 

alternative method, please provide.

• Sign Language Systems

• Students who are deaf or hard of hearing(DHH), including those 

for who American Sign Language is their first language, can 

generally participate in the Reading and Writing domains with 

few or no accommodations.

• The Human Reader of Items accommodation may be used with 

DHH Els who use speech-reading as part of their communication 

system.

Colorado Accommodations Crosswalk 

(www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/ela-additionalresources)

http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/ela-additionalresources


Accommodations for students with 
IEP or 504 Plans

• Accommodation Supplement and Selection Forms for 
paper and online test  (wida.wisc.edu/assess/accessibility)

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/accessibility


WIDA Screener 
Certification



Pathway to Administering Assessments

COMPLETE  
TUTORIALS & 
TAKE QUIZZES

CREATE AN ACCOUNT 
PLAN TO ADMINISTER

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS OR 
DOWNLOAD MATERIALS

EXPLORE GENERAL 
INFORMATION

ADMINISTER 
ASSESSMENT

TECHNOLOGY &
REVIEW TAM



Location of Training Materials

35



View Modules → Practice → Take Quizzes
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WIDA Information

Username & password and can log into the WIDA website
(www.wida.us) call 866-276-7735 or Email (help@wida.us)

WIDA Screener General Information
(wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener) 

CLDE WIDA Screener Assessment Webpage

(www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/english-language-
proficiency-assessment) 

WIDA Screener FAQ
(www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/widascreenerfaqs2019) 

http://www.wida.us/
mailto:help@wida.us
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/english-language-proficiency-assessment
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/widascreenerfaqs2019
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Administration 
Guidance: 
Paper Screener



Screener Paper Materials

40



Administration Pathways

• The WIDA Screener Paper begins with an individually
administered Entry Task, containing speaking and writing.

• The Entry Task will determine which pathway to route the 
student, into Path A or Path B



WIDA Screener Paper Entry Task: 
“How to Administer”

CANNOT SKIP ENTRY TASK:
➢ Show the student the picture

➢ Prompt the student to talk about the picture

➢ Prompt the student to write about the picture

➢ Use the guidelines provided in the Test Administrator’s 
Manual (TAM) to evaluate the student’s oral and 
written entry tasks

➢ The student’s performance on the entry task indicates 
whether the student will take Path A or Path B of the 
WIDA Screener



Entry Task: Determining Pathway

Did the student say at least 2 connected words?
• About the picture

• In English

• Not memorized

Did the student write at least 2 connected words?
• In English

• Not copied

Path A if at least 2 connected words are said or written

Path B if less than 2 connected words are said or written 



Path A

• Screener Entry Task administered

• Response to Entry Task: at least two connected words said or written

• Student will continue with 27 Path A test items  

Entry Task

Speaking 
& Writing 

Component

Speaking

2 Task

Writing

1 Task

Listening

12 Items

Reading 
12 Items



Path B

• Screener Entry Task administered 

• Response to Entry Task: less than two connected words spoken or written

• Student will continue to Path B test items (skip speaking & writing tasks)



Individual vs Group Administration of Paper Screener 
Permitted for Listening, Reading & Writing Domains 

Test 
Administrator

Grades 1-3 1-2 Student

Grades 4-12

Grades 4-12

Path A:
5 or Fewer 
Students

Path B:
1-3 Students



Paper Practice: 
Entry Task



B is for beginners … most students will take Path A



Evaluating the Entry Task



Let’s Practice – Poll Your Response

Amina a new 7th grade student was born in Somalia and speaks 
Somali at home.  When Amina is administered the Paper Screener 
Entry Task, she tells you that she sees “gabadh” and “buugga” in 
the picture and writes “gabadh akhriya buugga”  

Should Amina continue with Path A or Path B? 

Amina did not respond in English; she should 
continue with Path B test items.
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Let’s Practice – Poll Your Response

Pablo was born in the U.S. When Pablo is administered the Screener 
Entry Task, he tells you, “flor, rojo, and yellow” and he writes, “flor, 
red by tree”.  

Should he continue with Path A or Path B? 

Pablo responded in English using at least two connected, 

not memorized words.  He should continue to Path A test items.
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WIDA Testing Tips SY20-21

• Make sure you have sanitizing wipes to clean the test 
area after each student.

• Have a bottle of hand sanitizer for you and the student 
to use.

• When applicable, encourage students to bring their 
own pencil; or keep separate containers, one for unused 
and one for used pencils.

• When using assessments with cards, consider putting 
the individual cards in small plastic bags, wrapping them 
in plastic wrap or laminating them – easily discarded or 
washed in between students.

• Put any paper items that will be used by more than one 
student in clear binder sleeves - easy to clean or change 
between students. 

• Resource:  WIDA Testing Tips for SY20-21
(wida.wisc.edu/about/news/what-know-wida-
assessments-2020-21-school-year?utm_source=MK-
WN090820&utm_medium=Eloqua-
email&utm_campaign=WIDANews&utm_content=WIDAa
ssessments)
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https://wida.wisc.edu/about/news/what-know-wida-assessments-2020-21-school-year?utm_source=MK-WN090820&utm_medium=eloqua-email&utm_campaign=WIDANews&utm_content=WIDAassessments


Administration 
Guidance: 
Online Screener



Online Do - Don’t

• Monitor student progress 
and help adjust audio

• Answer procedural 
questions

• Rephrase, explain in English 
or if requested, translate 
directions and practice 
items only

• You may only answer 
content questions during 
the practice items

• Provide the 
accommodations 
documented in the IEP

• Interrupt students who 
are working 
independently

• Give hints, provide 
answers, or change 
student responses

• Rephrase, explain or 
read aloud test 
passages or items

• Answer questions 
about content, 
vocabulary, or grammar



Do’s for Online Testing: Technology

• Assist students if they are having issues with technology.

• Clarify where to click in order to move on to the next test item.

• Clarify where the answer choices are located.

• Clarify where a student must click to answer a question. 

• Assist students with scrolling up and down.

• Assist students with adjusting the volume, putting on their 
headsets, and adjusting the microphone.

• Ensure students are speaking loudly enough by monitoring the 
yellow bars in the Spectrum Analyzer on the student’s screen.

• If a student sees a pop-up indicating that the system was not able 
to record a response, assist the student in checking the microphone 
and/or encourage the student to speak loudly enough.



Student Test Ticket → Login into WIDA Screener →
Enter Username & Password → Begin testing
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WIDA Screener: 
Speaking



Speaking Scoring Test Overview

WIDA Screener Paper

• Path A Students Only

• Virtual test 
administrator (Ms. 
Lee) and a model 
student (Nina) provide 
speaking prompt 
(USB/CD) 

• Administrator/Scorer 
uses Student Score 
sheet to score student 
response and enters 
into AMS

WIDA Screener Online 

• All students who take 
online will be scored on 
speaking

• Virtual test 
administrator (Ms. Lee) 
and a model student 
(Nina) provide speaking 
prompt online

• Administrator/Scorer 
inputs student 
response score in AMS



Screener Online: Proficiency Levels See Packet 



Screener Online: Speaking Scoring Scale See Packet 



Defining Attempted

• At all task levels, simply repeating or reading all or part of the 
task question should be scored Attempted.

• At all task level, responses of “I don’t know” should be scored 
Attempted.

• A response that is entirely off task receives a score of 
Attempted.



Speaking: Off Task vs Off Topic

Off Task Off Topic



Speaking Test: Considerations See Packet 



Speaking Test: Scoring Tips

When scoring Speaking think about:
• The grade level you are assessing

• How difficult are the demands of the task (P1, P3, P5)

• The language needed on the scoring scale at each level

• Is the response as sophisticated as the Model Student – Nina

• Is the response “Off Topic” or “Off Task” 
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WIDA Screener: 
Writing



Writing Scoring Test Overview

WIDA Screener Paper

• Students respond to one 
writing task by writing their 
responses in their Student 
Response Booklets

• Test Administrator's Script, 
Test Booklet, and Student 
Response Booklet

WIDA Screener Online 

• Students in grades 1-3 
respond to writing prompt in a 
grade cluster and tier specific 
Writing Test Booklet

• Download and print the 
writing test booklets by grade 
cluster and tier as well as the 
appropriate Test Administrator 
(TA) script

• Students in grades 4-12 
responds to computer-based 
writing prompt by keyboarding



Features of Academic Language
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See Packet 



Screener Writing: Scoring Scale
See Packet 



Screener: Writing – Assign a Score Point

ASSIGN

Find

Make

Review

Look Look at the student’s written response

Review the Writing Scoring Scale

Make a holistic judgement – an initial score point

Find criteria on the Writing Scoring Scale to support holistic judgement

ASSIGN A FINAL SCORE POINT



Focus on and score the language on the page 

• Young Learners: inventive spelling, punctuation and handwriting

• Typed Response: typos, lack of capitalization, spacing between words 
is not correct

• Copied or Adaptive Text: most students copy test prompt, look for 
original language in responses

• Comprehensibility: difficult to read, spelling errors

• Other Considerations: matching up task question number given 
online to paper responses
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WIDA Screener: 
Scoring Calculator



Screener Online: Entering Scores



Screener Online: Score Report Sample



Screener 
Scores

Family 
Interviews

Student 
Academic 
Records

Local school 
or district 

assessments

Informal 
assessments EL

Not EL

What is a Body of Evidence (BOE)?
Determining if Student is an English Learner 

Use a BOE to consider confirming or refuting ELD services



Proficiency Cut Score Guidance
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Proficiency Cut Score Guidance

(www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/1819cutpoints) 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/1819cutpoints


CDE Office & Contacts

ELD Programs
• Visit www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english 

• Contact Morgan Cox at cox_m@cde.state.co.us

• Contact Doris Nguyen at brock-Nguyen_d@cde.state.co.us

EL Data Coding & Reporting
• Visit www.cde.state.co.us/datapipeline/snap_studentoctober

• Visit www.cde.state.co.us/datapipeline/inter_student

• Contact Brooke Robinson at Robinson_b@cde.state.co.us 

Assessment Office (ACCESS for ELLs)
• Visit www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/ela 

• Contact Heather Villalobos Pavia at Villalobos-Pavia_H@cde.state.co.us 
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http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english
mailto:cox_m@cde.state.co.us
mailto:brock-Nguyen_d@cde.state.co.us
http://www.cde.state.co.us/datapipeline/snap_studentoctober
mailto:Robinson_b@cde.state.co.us
http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/ela
mailto:Villalobos-Pavia_H@cde.state.co.us


Stay well and have a great day!
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